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THE 


TH  E  Proceedings  againft  Jane  Wenhacn  having  made  fa 
great  a  Noife  in  the  whole  County ,  and  Occafioned  fa 
~  '■  many  various  Reflexions ,  the  whole  Courfe  of  the 

Occurrences  having  been  all  along  very  ftrange  and  furprizmg a 
it  was  thought  proper  to  draw  up  the  following  Account  of  them , 
both  for  the  Information  of  the  Worlds  and  the  Vindication  of 
the  Perfons  more  immediately  concerned  in  this  Profecution  ;  efpe~ 
dally  fince fame  People  have  thought  fit,  in  a  Public  Manner ,  to 
expnfs  their  PF onder ,  that  Two  Divines  *  Jhould  concern  them - 
f  elves  in  a  Thing  of  this  Nature ,  as  if  detecting  the  mofl  Ab - 
ftrufe,  and  Hi  dderi  Works  of  the  Dev  if  and  his  Spiteful  and 
Malicious  Vajfals ,  were  a  Bufjnefs  wholly  foreign  to ,  and  in- 
confijtent  with ,  */?£•  0/  #  Minifier  of  Chrift. 

if  ix  humbly  hoped ,  ez/ery  Impartial  Pleader  will  be  at 

leaf  fo  far  fails  fled  with  this  Narrative ,  <zx  to  own  there  was 
another  Reafonfor  this  Profecution,  than  either  the  Knavery  or 
Eolly  of  the  Promoters ;  that  what  we  Jaw  with  our  Eyes,  and 
0Ur  -&arsj  ^ as  at  leafl  very  extraordinary,  and  ju- 
Jtified  a  Strict  and  Solemn  Enquiry,  even  by  the  Judge,  into  fo 

ftran&€  Myfteries  of  Iniquity. 

When  [aw  a  poor  Cripple,  not  only  Arife  and  Walk,  but 
Run  with  a  prodigious  Swiftnefs;  when  we  heard  her  complain 
\frtevqufly,  and  with  Tears,  of  the  excejfive  Torments  (he  was 
laid  under,  upon  the  Tbreatning  of  a  wiu'ted  Neighbour,  and 
to  is  without  the  leafl  Reafon  to  fufpeX  any  Cheat  or  Trick,  the 
lerjon  being  wholly  uncap  able  of  carrying  m  fuch  a  Dcfigri,  and 
1  nos 
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The  PREFACE. 

Hpt  the  leaft  Advantage  being  to  be  gamed  to  berfelf  by  it ; 
when  1  fay  we  f aw  ail  this,  and  a  Multitude  of  concurrent  Cir- 
cumftances ,  all  tending  to  increafe  and  confirm  our  Sufpi  cions  ; 
we  thought  it  high  Twit  to  bejlir  < mrfelves $  if  by  any  Means 
we  might  bring  the  Truth  to  Light ;  although  l  tnuji  needs  fay9 
we  did  not  expeH  to  be  able  to  bring  (uch  clear  Proofs  as  were 
■produced  in  Court ,  which  were  almoji  all  that  couid  be  expeded 
in  J uch  a  Cafe ,  where  all  the  Wor Id  knows  that  the  Evidence 
mujl  be  in  a  great  Meafure  Circumstantial  only  •  and  that  we 
(bould  bring  po fit ive  IV itnejfes  to  a  Contrail  with  the  Devil,  is 
as  unreafinable  for  others  to  expeft,  as  it  is  impoffible  for  us  it 
perform . 

But  what  did  it  figntfe  for  us  to  bring  what  Evidence  the 
Matter  would  bear ,  when  there  were  thoje  who  had  beforehand 
refolved  to  believe  nothing  at  #11  of  it9  let  the  Proof  be  what  it 
would  ?  Some  of  thefe  flow  Believers  did  afterwards  acknow¬ 
ledge  tbcmfdves  furprizmgly  convinced ,  their  Prejudices  giving 
Way  to  the  Tefiimony  of  their  Keafon  and  Senjes :  But  it  feerns 
it  was  elf  ewhere  expeded 9  that  the  W  itch  fhould  turn  her- 
felf  into  a  Cat,  that  Cat  into  a  Dog,  that  Dog  into  a  Bea% 
that  Bear  into  a  Lion,  and  that  Lion  into  an  Old  Woman 
again,  and  then  it  might  have  been  believed  ftie  was 
Guilty. 

‘lh*  Number  and  Credit  of  the  Witmffes  who  were  f  worn,  the 
Waft  Harmony  between  ’em,  together  with  the  Confderation%  * 
that  jome  of  them  were  perfeft  Strangers  to  the  Prifoner,  as  well 
as  to  the  poor  Girl y  till  even  the  Time  of  their  feeing  what  they 
attefied  •  and  that  the  others  could  have  no  Keafon  to  put  them -■ 
f elves  to  fo  much  Trouble  and  Charge,  where  nothing  could  be, 
gained  by  it ,  but  the  Guilt  of  combining  to  take  away  a  poor 
Neighbour  s  Life.  Thefe  put  together ,  with  the  Vnaccounta - 
hlenefs  of  feme  of  the  Falls ,  unlefs  folvcd  by  Witchcraft,  have? 

1  doubt  not ,  fatisfied  moft  that  know  them  Per  finally,  and  heard 
fhe  Tyyal ;  and  as  for  others  that  (hall  read  this  Narrative ,  t 
mujl  farther  acquaint  them,  that  the  following  Account  is  part¬ 
ly  collelied  out  of  the  Depo Jit  ions  or  Informations  taken  againjl 
Jane  Wenham  upon  Oath ,  before  Sir  Henry  Chauncy,  and 
afterwards  delivered  in  to  the  Clerk  of  the  jdffize ;  and  partly 
an  Account  of  every  Thing  remarkable  that  pafs'd ,  befides  what 
is  in  the  Information  sy  both  during  the  Time  of  her  Examination 
before  the  Juflice  who  committed  her .  and  at  her  TryaL  And 
for  the  Truth  of  this  Part  of  the  Relation ,  I  appeal  to  the  many 
Eye-Wine Jfts  ofthofi  firange  PaJJage for  thefe  Things'  were 
not  done  in  a  Corner.  * 

There 


The  PREFACE. 

7 'here  were  fever  at  Gentlemen  who  would  not  believe  that  there 
are  any  Witches  fince  the  ‘lime  of  our  Saviour  Chrifi,  who  came 
to  defir  oy  the  Works  of  the  Devil :  All  Ifhail  jay  to*thejs  Argu~ 
ers  is,  that  they  would  do  wtell  to  remember ,  that  St  Paul,  in 
his  Epijlles  to  the  Galatians,  C.  5.  v.  >9,  20.  typnfly  names, 
among  the  Work/  of  the  Flefh  Idolatry  and  Wi  reheat.,  which 
certainly  he  would  never  have  done  if  all  Power  had  been  taken- 
from  the  Devil  to  a  fit  (l  his  Servants  in  Prdttices  of  this  Stack? 
and  truly  Diabolical ,  Nature  ;  to  fay  nothing  of  the  elearefi 
Evidence  to  he  found  in  many  Authors  of  Infiances  of  Witch¬ 
craft  committed  long  fince  in  our  own  Nation ,  and  others „ 
particularly  that  of  the  Witches  of  Warbois  in  Huntingdon— 
(hire,  of  which  there  is  a  conjlant  Commemoration  every  Lady— 
Day,  in  a  Sermon  preached  at  Huntingdon .  by  jome  one  of  the 
Fellows  of  Queen’s-ColLjge  in  Cambridge,  upon  the  Subjefl  oj; 
Witchcraft. 

I  (hall  hafien  to  my  intended  Narrative,  after  having  jufti 
taken  Notice ,  that  fince  the  Condemnation  of  this  jane  Wcnhams 
and  her  being  Reprieved  for  fome  Time  by  the  judge,  not  only 
Anne  Thorn,  the  Principal  Sufferer^  but  alfo  another ,  named 
Anne  Street*  of  the  fame  Town  of  Walkerne,  lye  in  a  very  difi 
mat  Condition ,  and  whenever  they  can'fpeaki  continue  to  cry  out 
upon  J  a ne  W en ham  as  the  Author  of  all  their  Torments ;  of 
which  the  Reader  may  expect  to  hear  more  toward  the  Conclufiom 
of  the fe  Papers .  * 

In  the  mean  Time  I  once  again  declare ,  that  in  all  Parts  of; 
this  Account  the  firiffejt  Regard  (hail  be  had  for  the  Truth 3 
and  that  nothing  will  be  here  inferred  but  what  may  be  depended 
upon  as  Juch .  And  I  defire  no  Favour  if  found  Guilty  oj' 
Infincerity. 
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ACCOUNT 

OF  T  PI  E 

PROCEEDINGS 

Againft  J  A  n  E  W  e  N  H  Am  for 

Witchcraft,  &c> 

\  ,  '  ;  j  ■'  i  ’  .-If. 

IT  often  falls  out,  that  by  the  Over-ruling  Providence 
of  Almighty  God,  the  moft  Hidden  and  Private 
WickednefTes  are  difcovered  by  the  very  Means  us’d 
to  conceal  them,  and  fo  it  happened  to  Jane  Wenbam* 
One  John  Chapman,  a  Farmer  at  Walkgrne,  had  long  en- 
tertajn’d  a  Sufpicion,  that  the  ftrange  Deaths  of  many  of 
his  and  the  Neighbours  Horfes  and  Cattle  were  occi- 
fion’d  by  the  Witchcrafts  of  this  Woman,  and  thought 
that  he  himfelfhad  fuffer’d  by  them  to  the  Value  of  200/. 
in  a  ftiort  Time  ;  but  not  being  able  to  prove  any  Thing 
upon  her,  he  did  not  inform  againft  her,  but  waited  till 
Time  fhould  prefent  a  favourable  Opportunity  of  Gon- 
vi&ing  her.  And  foon  after  an  Accident  fell  out,  which 
in  its  Confequences  brought  on  this  Profecution  ;  I  ftiali 
relate  it  in  the  very  Words  of  the  Information  of  Matthew 
Giljion ,  Servant  to  the  abovefaid  John  Chapman ,  taken  on 
the  14th  Day  of  Feb.  171 1-12.  before  Sir  Henry  Chauncy . 

Matthew  Giljion  of  the  Parilh  of  IFalkerne  fays  upon 
Oath,  ‘That  on  New- Year’s- Day  laftpaft,  he  carrying  Straw 
upon  a  Fork  from  Mr.  Gardiner5/  Barn  met  Jane  Wenham* 
who  asked  him  for  fome  Straw,  which  he  refufed  to  give  her  * 
then  /he  faid  /he  would  take  fome ,  and  accordingly  took  fome 
away  from  this  Informant . 

And  farther,  this  Informant  faith,  That  on  she  29th  of  Jan , 
la  ft,  when  this  Informant  was  thre/hing  in  the  Barn  of  his 
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Mafier  John  Chapman,  an  Old  Woman  in  a  Kiding.bood  or 
Ckakf  he  knows  not  which,  came  to  the  Barn  Door ,  and  asked 
him  fir  a  Peny  worth  of  Straw;  he  told  her  he  could  give  her 
none,  and  (be  went  away  Muttering* 

And  this  Informant  faith,  That  after  the  IV oman  was  gone 
he  was  not  able  to  work ,  hut  ran  out  of  the  Barn  as  far  as 
a? lace  called  Mundcr’s-Hill,  [ which  is  above  Jhrez  Miles 
from  Walkerne,]  and  asked  at  a  Houfe  there  for  aP eny worth 
of  Straw ,  and  they  refufmg  to  give  him  any,  lye  went  farther 
to  fome  Dung- heaps,  and  took,  fome  Straw  from  thence,  and 
full'd  off  his  Shirt,  and  brought  it  Home  in  his  Shirt ;  he  knows 
not  what  mov'd  him  to  this,  hut  Jays  he  was  fired  to  it,  he 
knows  not  bow* 

Thus  far  this  Informant*  It  was  alfo  farther  obferved  by 
fome  Perfons,  who  met  this  Matthew  Giljion  running  on 
his  Fool’s  Errand,  that  he  went  a  very  great  Pace,  and 
when  he  came  to  a  River  he  did  not  go  over  a  Bridge  in 
his  Way,  but  diredly  thro*  the  Water.  -  This  odd  Story, 
and  the  firange  Account  the  Boy  gave  of  if,  made  his  Ma¬ 
iler  John  Chapman  fufped  that  Jane  Wenham  had  play’d  this 
Trick  upon  his  Servant ;  and  Toon  alter  he  meeting  her, 
told  her  of  it,  and  in  Heat  of  Anger  call’d  her  a  Witch  and 
Bitch.  ' 

After  the  Scolding-bout  was  oyer,  this  Jane  Wenham  ' 
thought  Ihe  had  got  an  Advantage  over  her  Neighbour  Cbap» 
man,'  and  that  (he  would  make  him  pay  for  his  Words ;  ac¬ 
cordingly  on  the  pth  of  Fek  (he  applies  herfelf  to  Sir  Henry 
Chauncy  for  a  Warrant  agai nil  this  Man  for  calling  her  a 
Wttch ,  expeding  no,t  only  to  get  fomething  out  of  him,  but 
ta  deter  other  People  from  calling  her  fo  any  more  ;  betides, 
this  Shew  of  Innocence  might  make  her  the  lefs  luipedRd 
for  the  future. 

She  brought  John  Chapman  on  the  nth  before  Sir  Henry, 
who  having  enquired  after  her  Character,  and  heard  a 
/  very  ill  one  of  her,  did  not  think  fit  to  give  h  r  any  Dam- 
mages  for  being  call'd  Witch  ;  but  told  her  he  would  re¬ 
fer  her  Caufe  to  any  one  of  her  Neighbours ;  (he  trained  the 
Reverend  Mr .  Gardiner,  the  Minilter  of  the  Town,  and 
John  Chapman  confenting,  they  went  to  him  to  decide  the 
Controverhe  between  them  i  'h&r.'G'atdiiiCr  having  heard  • 
her  Complaint,  advis'd  tnem  to  live  more  peaceably  toge- 
ther,  and  ordered  Joan  Chapman  to  pay  her  a  Shilling,  but 
would  allow  jme  VV enham  no  farther  Satbfadion  ;  at  this 
her  Anger  was  greatly  kindled  againft  Mr.  Gardiner,  and 


fhe  went  away  in  a  great  Heat,  laying,  If  Jbe  could  not 
have  Juftice  here ,  /he  would  have  it  eljewhere 5  or  W  ords  to 
that  Purpofe. 

Revenge  is  naturally  the  firft  New  Thought  that  is  exci¬ 
ted  by  Anger  in  a  Wicked  Mind  ;  and  fince  Mj;.  Gardiner 
had  inceilfed  her,  fhe  refolv’d  not  to  put  it  up  it  Teems,  nor 
would  fhe  delay  the  Mifchief  fhe  had  imagin’d,  no,  not  for 
an  Hour.  Anne  lhorny  a  Young  Woman,  between  1 6  and 
17  Years  of  Age,  Servant  to  Mr.  Gardiner,  was  fitting  by 
the  Fire-fide  when  Jane  Wenham  was  in  the  Houfe;  her 
Knee  had  been  juft  fet,  ( it  having  been  put  out  by  an  Acci¬ 
dent  the  Night  before,)  and  Mr.  Gardiner  asked  her  how 
fhe  did,  fhe  anfwered  much  better  than  fhe  had  been  while 
her  Bone  was  out,  but  look  d  alittle  Pale;  upon  this  Poor 
Young  Lame  Creature  it  Teems  Jane  Wenham  muft  take  her 
Revenge  in  the  following  Manner,  which  I  believe  any 
Reader  will  think  wholly  unaccountable,  and  impollible  to 
be  done  but  by  Witchcraft  ;  I  (hall  give  you  the  Account 
of  it  as  near  as  I  can  in  the  Words  of  the  Three  Witneffes 
that  Taw  it,  Mr.  Gardiner  and  his  Wife,  and  Mr.  Bragge, 
a  Neighbour,  wh  >  came  in  accidentally  but  juft  before. 

Mr.  Gardiner  had  not  been  in  the  Parlour  with  his  Wife 
and  Mr.  Brugge  above  6  or  7  Minutes  at  moft,  lince  he  left 
Anne  Ihorn  fitting  by  the  Fire,  when  he  heard  a  ftrange 
Yelling  Noife  in  the  Kitchen,  upon  which  he  went  out, 
and  found  this  Anne  7 horn  ftfipt  to  her  Shirt-fleeve?,  howl¬ 
ing,  and  wringing  her  Hands  in  a  difmal  Manner,  and 
Speech lefs ;  he  calling  out,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  and  Mr.  Bragge 
came  immediately  to  him;  Mrs.  Gardiner  feeing  her  Servant 
in  that  fad  Condition,  asked  her  what  was  the  Matter  with 
her?  She  not  being  able  to  fpeak,  pointed  earneftly  at ‘a 
Bundle  which  lay  at  her  Feet,  which  Mrs.  Gardiner  took  up 
and  unpinn’d,  and  found  it  to  be  the  Girl’s  Gown  and  A- 
pron,  and  a  Parcel  of  Oaken  Twigs,  with  dead  Leaves 
wrapt  up  therein* 

As  foon  as  this  Bundle  was  opened,  Anne  Thorn  began  to 
fpeak,  crying  out.  I’m  Ruin’d  and  Undone ;  and  after  fhe 
had  alittle  better  recover’d  Herfelf,  gave  the  following  Re¬ 
lation  of  whit  had  befallen  her :  She  Laid  when  fhe  was 
left  alone  fhe  found  a  ftrange  Roaming  in  her  Head,  ( I  ufe 
her  own  Expreftions,  )  her  Mind  run  upon  Jane  Wenham „ 
and  (lie  thought  fhe  mult  run  Tome  whither ;  that  accord¬ 
ingly  (he  ran  up  the  CloTe,  but  look’d  back  leveral  Times 
at  the  Houfe,  thinking  fhe  fhould  never  fee  it  more ;  tha^t 
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ilie  climb’d  over  a  Five-Bar- Gate,  and  ran  along  the  High¬ 
way  up  a  Hill :  That  there  fhe  met  T  wo  of  John  Chapman's 
Men,  One  of  whom  took  hold  of  her  Hand,  faying,  fhe 
fhould  go  with  them ;  but  fhe  was  forced  away  from  r hem, 
not  being  able  to  fpeak,  either  to  them,  or  to  one  Daniel 
Chapman ,  whom,  fhe  faid,  fhe  met  on'  Horfeback,  and 
would  fain  have  fpoken  to  himy  but  could  pot ;  then  fhe 
made  her  Way  towards  Cromer ,  as  far  as  a  Place  call’d 
Hackney  Lane ,  where  (he  look’d  behind  her,  and  faw  a 
little  Old  Woman  Muffled  in  a  Riding  hood,  who  asked 
her  whether  fhe  was  going  ?  She  anfwered  to  Cromer  to 
fetch  fome  Sticks  to  make  her  a  Fire ;  the  Old  Woman 
told  her  there  was  no  Sticks  at  Cromer ,  and  bad  her  go  to 
that  Oak  Tree,  and  plucfc  fome  from  thence,  which  fhe 
did,  and  laid  them  upon  the  Ground  ;  then  the  Old  Wo¬ 
man  bad  her  pull  off  her  Gown  and  Apron,  and  wrap  the 
Sticks  in  ’em*  and  asked  her  whether  fhe  had  e’er  a  Pin  ? 
Upon  her  anfwering  fhe  had  none,  the  Old  Woman  gave 
her  a  large  Crooked  Pin,  bad  her  pin  up  her  Bundle,  and 
then  van ifhed  away :  After  which  fhe  ran  Home  with  her 
Bundle  of  Sticks,  and  fat  down  in  the  Kitchen  flript,  as 
Mr.  Gardiner  found  her.  This  is  the  Subftance  of  what 
fhe  related,  upon  wlvch  Mrs.  Gardiner  cry’d  out.  The  Girl 
has  been  in  the  fame  Condition  with  Chapman's  Man ;  but 
we  will  bum  the  Witch ;  alluding  to  a  receiv’d  Notion.,  that 
when  the  Thing  bewitch  d  is  burn’d,  the  Witch  is  forc’d 
to  corns  in ;  accordingly  fhe  took  the  Sticks  together  with 
the  Pin,  and  threw  them  into  the  Fire  ;  immediately,  in 
the  Inftarit  that  the  Sticks  were  flaming,  Jane  Wenham  came 
into  the  Room,  and  enquir’d  for  Elizabeth ,  the  Mother  of 
Mnne  Jhorn ,  faying,  (lie  had  an  Errand  to  do  to  her  from  ** 
Ardley~Bury^  to  wit,  that  fhe  muff  go  thither  to  wafh  the 
next  Day,  Now  this  Mother  Thorn  had  been’in  the  Houfe 
all  the  Time  that  Jane  Wenham  was  there  with  John  Chap -  1 
man,  and  heard  nothing  of  it,  and  was  then  gone  Home; 
Mrs.  Gardiner  bad  Jane  Wenham  go  to  Elizabeth  Thorn ,  and 
tell  her  there  was  Work  enough  for  her  there,  on  which  fhe 
departed ;  and  upon  Enquiry  made  afterwards,  it  was 
found  that  fhe  never  was  ordered  to  deliver  any  fuch  Er¬ 
rand  from  Ardley-Bury . 

I  muft  here  obferve  to  the  Reader,  that  the  Diftance  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Gardiner's  Houfe  and  Hackney- Lane ,  whither 
this  Lams  Creature  ran,  is  half  a  Mile ;  and  that,  as  I  faid 
before,  the  whole  lime  in  which  fhe  went  thither,  con- 

verfed 


verfed  with  the  Woman  above  defcrib’d,  and  return’d 
Home,  was  not  above  6  or  7  Minutes  at  the  molt,  (o  that 
file  ran  at  the  Rate  of  above  8  Miles  an  Hour  :  A  great 
Swiftnefs  this  in  aCrimle  that  had  her  Knee  but  jufl  fet, 
which  from  the  Time  01  its  being  out,  to  the  Time  it  was 
fct  again,  was  19  Hours. 

To  be  fully  fatished  of  the  Truth  of  what  the  Girl  had 
related,  (which  might  pollibly  have  never  been  really  per¬ 
formed,  but  only  the  Suppofition  of  a  Wild  Fancy^) 
Mr.  Gardiner  and  Mr.  Bragge  went  to  John  Chapman' s,  and 
enquired  of  the  Two  Men  whom  Anne  TWz  (aid  fhe  had 
met ;  they  related  that  they  faw  Anne  thorn  running  up  the 
Hill  with  a  prodigious  Swiftnefs,  that  one  of  them  endea¬ 
voured  to  flop  her,  but  could  not ;  the  fame  alfo  Danid 
Chapman  afterwards  confirm'd,  all  of  them  exa<Sly  agree¬ 
ing  with  what  Anne  thorn  had  related. 

There  was  this  Agreement  between  the  Cafe  of  Matthew 
Giljlon ,  and  that  ct  Anne  thorn,  that  to  both  of  them  ap¬ 
peared  an  Old  Woman  in  a  Riding-hood,  and  both  were 
lent  on  llrange  Errands,  the  one  to  fetch  Straw,  the  other 
Sticks;  but  herein  they  differ,  that  the  Boy  continued  well 
afterwards,  whereas  this  was  only  the  Beginning  of  Sorrows 
to  the  unhappy  Maid  ;  for. 

The  next  Morning,  being  the  12th  of  February,  after 
fhehad  had  a  pretty  good  Night’s  Reft,  her  Miftrefs  asked 
her  whether  lhe  thought  fhe  could  go  to  Miftrefs  Adams’s 
Houfe,  (a  near  Neighbour.)  to  fetch  a  few  Peafe?  She  faid 
fhe  thought  fhe  could,  and  went  with  Miftrefs  Rofe  Adams 
(who  had  breakfafted  that  Morning  with  Miftrefs  Gardiner ,) 
to  her  Houfe;  having  got  her  Peafe,  as  fhe  was  coming 
Home  fhe  met  Jane  Wenham ,  who  asked  her  why  fhe  told 
fuch  Stories  of  her,  as  if  (he  had  Bewitched  her  ?  Anne 
thorn  anfwered,  fhe  had  faid  nothing  but  what  was  true, 
and  fhe  was  the  Caufe  of  all  her  Diforder  ;  to  this  Jane 
Wenham  leplfd,  if  you  tell  any  more  fuch  Stories  of  me 
it  fhall  be  worfe  for  you  than  it  has  been  yet,  and  fhov’d 
her  with  her  Hand*  As  foon  as  Anne  thorn  had  Limped 
Home,  (he  told  her  Miftrefs  with  a  great  Concern,  that 
(lie  had  met  Jane  Wenham ,  and  what  had  pall  between 
them.  '  . 

When  this  Circumftance  was  prefs’d  upon  Jane  Wenham 
afterwards,  before  Sir  Henry  Chauncy ,  fhe  deny’d  that  fhe 
had  met  Anne  thorn ,  faying,  that  (he  was  at  that  Time  at 
Wejton ,  Three  Miles  oft ;  to  difprove  which,  thomas  Ire¬ 
land 


land  made  Oith,  that  He  faw  her  in  the  Town  within 
Thre^  Minutes  of  the  Time  the  Girl  laid  (he  met  her  , 
which  yet  might  poftibly  be  falfe,  akho’  he  Hawaii  the 
Reafon* in  the  World  to  believe  his  Senies,  if  the  Solution 
%m  IVenbm  gave  of  it  afterwards  may  be  admitted  as 
Tru'-1,  when  She  laid,  that  iltho’  Jt  was  not  lhe  that  rrjet 
June! born,  yet  it  was  her  Familiar  in  her  Shape  ;  buc  of 
this  more  at  large,  when  welcome  to  (peak  of  her  Con- 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  poor  Maid,  and  fee  how  Jam 
Wenbam%  or  if  you  pleafe,  the  Familiar  Spirit  s  Threat- 
nines  were  made  good.  In  the  afternoon  the  faid  Anne 
'Iborn  was  taken  Speech  iefs,  with  ftrange  Tremblings,  and 
Con  vul  Sons  of  Body,  and  yet  was  all  the  while  fallible, 
pointing,  and  making  Signs  towards  JaneWenham  s  Houfe  ; 
and  when  the  was  able  to  fpeak,  (he  faid  lhe  (hould  never 
be  well  till  (he  went  to  fetch  more  Sticks  :  and  made  many 
Attempts  to  go,  but  was  prevent  d,  her  Miftrefs  telling 
her  (he  (hould  not  go,  uniefs  Company  went  with  her. 
At  laft  they  let  her  go  out,  Midrefs  Gardiner ,  and  many 
others,  following  her;  there  were  Two  high  Five-Bar- 
Gates  in  the  Way,  oneof  which  was  fet  open  on  Purpoie  ; 
but  inftead  of  going  through  it,  (he  leaped  veiy  nimbly  over 
the  other  which  was  (hut,  being  the  fame  (he^  had  vaul  ted 
over  before.  Thenjhe  ran  a  little  Way  farther,  to  the 
bottom  q{  if  bite- Hill,  her  Mihrels  and  the  reft  following 
her ;  when  (he  came  thither,  her  Legs  fail’d  her,  and  me 
was  not  able  to  (land  ;  fo  they  tpok  her  up  in  their  Arms, 
and  carry ’d  her  a  little  Way  back,  then  (he  could  run  to 
the  fame  Place  again,  but  proceed  no  farther,  her  Strength 
failing  her,  as  before  ;  thus  (he  was  try’d  feveral  Times, 
and  always  when  (he  came  juft  over  -  againft  that 
Place,  for  (he  try’d  that  Way,  (he  could  go  no  farther. 
Then  Miftrefs>  Gardiner  order’d  Two  Men  to  lead  her  for¬ 
ward  by  Force,  which  they  allay’d  to  do  ;  bur  when  (he 
bad  got  a  little  Way  about  the  fame  Place,  (he  (hrieked  out, 
as  if  violently  tormented,  and  begg’d  them  to  let  her  go 
back,  for  fo  me  thing  prelfed  fo  hard  againii  her  that  t 
would  kill  her  if  (he  did  nor,  So  they  car ry’d  her  Hon  c- 
wards,  and  when  (he  came  to  the'  Gates  they  could  not 
Force  her  through  that  which  w..s  open,  but  (he  leaped 
nimbly  over  the  other  that  was  (hut.  When  (he  was 
returned  Home  (he  was  in  a  Fir  (or  fome  Time,,  and  Speech- 
lefs ;  but  when  (he  could  fpeak,  they  asked  her  why  (he 
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could  go  no  farther  when  fhe  was  at  the  bottom  of  Whitt 
-  Hill  ?  She  anfwered,  that  Jane  Wenham  flood  in  her  Wa- 
and  would  not  let  her,  and  told  her  fhe  might  fetch  more 
Sticks  another  Time,  but  fhould  not  go  if  any  Company 
went  with  her. 

After  a  little  Reft  Anne  Thorn  found  herfclf  ftrongly 
prompted  to  go  to  Jane  Wenham' $  Houfe,  ftying,  fhe  would 
have  fome  of  her  Blood;  they  let  her  go  cm  again,  fhe 
made  towards  Wenham' s  Houfe,  over  a  Hedge,  but 
tumbling  into  the  Ditch  on  the  other  Side,  fhe  put  her 
Knee  out  again  ;  then  (he  called  to  Jane  Wenham ,  who 
was  going  into  her>JBoufe,  to  come  to  her,  faying,  ?tis  yoa 
that  torment  me,  and  more  Words  to  that  Purpofe.  Jam 
Wenham  anfwer’d,  fhe  was  no  fuch  Perfon ;  Miftrefs  Gar¬ 
diner  defired  her  to  come  to  the  Girl,  fhe  anfwer’d,  fhe 
would  not  come,  fhe  knew  what  fhe  had  to  do,  and  went 
into  her  Houfe.  Then  Anne  Thorn  was  brought  Home 
again,  and  foon  after  fell  info  another  Fit,  pointing  ear-  ' 
neftly  to  Jane  Wenham' s.  William  Borrougtisy  aJNIeighbour, 
who  was  prefenr,  (aid,  he  would  fetch  her  if  it  were  pof- 
fible,  and  foon  after  brought  her  fo  the  Maid,  who  was 
Speechlefs,  and  to  all  Appearance  in  a  Fainting  Fit ;  as  foon 
as  Jane  Wenham  approached  her,  fhe  flew  at  her,  crying  out* 
you  have  ruin’d  me ;  W mbam  anfwered,  you  are  a  Liar  • 
no,  anfwer’d  the  Girl,  I  am  not ;  you  threatned  me  this 
Morning;  wiiich  fhe  having  deny’d,  went  out  of  the 
Houfe,  and  Anne  Ihorn  was  better  that  Evening,  but  full 
of  Pain,  her  Bone  being  out.  Thefe  Things  were  done 
before  a  Multitude  of  Witnefles,  who  could  not  all  be  im¬ 
pos’d  on ;  and  altho’  they  are  very  furprizing,  yet  are  no¬ 
thing  fo,  in  Comparifon  with  other  Paffages  that  fol¬ 
lowed. 

The  next  Morning  Mr.  Gardiner  fent  Anne  Thorn  a  Se¬ 
cond  Time  to  the  Bone-fetters,  who  liv’d  Three  Miles  off,' 
and  (he  returned  about  Noon  pretty  well,  her  Knee  being 
very  well  fet.  About  an  Hour  afterwards  fhe  was  taken 
>  again  with  a  violent  Fit,  which  lafted  along  Time,  and 
s  fe  veral  Times  fhe  feemed  to  be  dead ;  when  (he  came  fo  far 
to  herfelf  that  (he  could  fpeak,  fhe  faid  (he  mult  go  again 
to  the  Tree  to  fetch  more  Sticks,  and  then  fhe  was  fure  fhe 
'fhould  be  well;  upon  Mr.  Arthur  Channels  promiflng 
(that  hezndThomas  Ireland  would  follow  her  at  a  Diftance, 

:  and  obferve  her  Addons ,  and  that  they  would  endeavour 
ikp  keep  fo  near  to  her,  as  tobeabk,  if  poftibJe,  to  prevent 

her 


(8  ) 

Fi  er  coming  to  any  Mifchief,  her  Miftrefs  let  her  go.  When 
fte  ™to  the  Tree,  they  had  followed  her  fo  clofe, 

(  ho’  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Hedge,  left  (he  fhould  per¬ 
ceive  them,)  that  they  faw  her  gather  fome  Sticky  pull 
off  her  Gown  and  Apron,  and  wrap  them  up,  as  before  ; 
they  faw  her  alfo  reach  her  Hand  to  the  Hedge,  as  if  (he 
had  taken  fomething  from  thence.  Then  the  Girl  came 
running  back  fo  faft  that  they  were  left  behind  her; 
but  upon  her  looking  back,  and  feeing  Mr.  Cbauncy, 
lhe  fell  down  againft  a  Hedge,  wringing  her  Hands 
in  a  lamentable  Manner  ;  they  ftay  d  fome  Time  to  fee 
whether*  fhe  could  get  up  again,  and  upon  her  not_riiiij^, 
they  came  to  her,  and  ask’d  her  what  (he  filled  ?  But  (he 
could  give  no  Anfwer.  Then  they  took  her  up  m  their 
Arms  and  brought  her  Homewards  ;  when  they  came  l(* 
the  Gates,  they  would  h^ve  forced  her  through  that  which 
was  fet  open,  but  cbuld  not  do  it  with  all  their  Strength, 
for  fhe  was  forced  from  them  over  that  which  was  (hut 
with  fuch  an  incredible  Swiftnefs,  as  cannqteafily  be  ima¬ 
gined,  but  by  thofe  that  (aw  it.  Then  (he  ran  before  them 
into  the  Houfe,  and  flung  the  whole  Bundle  into  the  Fire; 
Miftrefs  Gardiner  being  by,  took  it  off,  and  taking  out  the 
Sticks,  t;hrew  them  into  the  Fire.  She  continued  in  a  Fit 
fome  Time  after ;  when  (he  could  (peak  (he  cry’d  out 
there  was  another  Pin  in  the  Gown ;  upon  fearchmg  they 
found  one  very  crooked  ;  it  w as  then  Miftrefs  Gardiner 
asked  what  (he  had  feen  ?  She  faid  (he  had  feen  the  Old  Wo  * 
man  again,  who  told  her  (he  need  not  come  any  more  for 
Sticks,  and  gave  her  the  Pin  through  the  Hedge ;  adding 
that  the  Old  Woman  s  Hand  was  fo  Black,  that  (he  knew 
not  whether  fhe  had  a  Black  Glove  or  no ;  but  her  Face  was 
fo  muffled  in  a  Riding-hood  that  (he  could  not  fee  it :  For 
fome  Time  after  this  Anne  Thom  continued  pretty  well, 
but  foon  after  Five  of  the  Clock  fhe  was  taken  rather  wprfe 
than  before,  and  when  (he  fpoke  (lie  cried  out  (he  mull  go  ? 
They  asked  her  whither  ?  She  anf  wered,  (he  could  not  tell, 
it  was  but  a  little  Way,  and  flew  up  with  fuch  Strength 
that  Two  or  Three  Men  could  not  hold  her,  tho*  juft  be¬ 
fore  her  Eyes  were  turned,'  and  funk  in  her  Head,  and  her 
Teeth  fet,  fo  that  fhe  feemed  to  be  giving  up  the  Ghoft. 
Mr.  Cbauncy  perfwaded  Miftrefs  Gardiner  to  let  her  go, 
and  he,  with  Two  or  Three  more  Men,  would  follow  her ; 
when  (he  faw  the  Way  clear,  (he  llarted,  and  ran  di- 
redfly  to  the  River  at  the  lower  End  of  the  Clofe.  Mr. 

Cbamey 
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Chauncy  caught  her  juft  as  her  Feet  vVcre  in  the  Mire,  and 
(he  was  going  to  plunge  herfelf  into  the  Water.  When 
(he  was  laid  hold  on,  (he  thrieked  out,  faying,  (he  rauft  go. 
Then  Mr.  Cbamcy ,  and  the  reft,  led  her  (Tver  the  Bridge, 
but  (he  was  for  coming  back  into  the  Water.  They 
brought  her  after  this  halt-way  home  to  the  Houfe, 
when  (he  cried  out  (he  muft  go  back  again,  for  her  Pan# 
were  fo  bad  (he  could  not  bear  thefci,  and  (he  was  very 
ftrong,  as  before  5  they  brought  her  to  the  River  again, 
and  (he  begg’d  (he  might  but  touch  the  Water  and  lhe 
fhould  be  well ;  they  took  up  feme  Water,  and  gave  it  her, 
but  that  would  not  fatishe  her,  die  muft  go  into  the 
River, 

I  muft  obferve,  that  afterward  when  (he  was  better  (he 
faid  upon  Oath,  That  at  that  Time  (he  was  violently 
tempted  to  drown  herfelf;,  and  (he  thanked  her  Mijtrefs, 
and  the  reft,  for  not  letting  her  go  into  the  Water,  for  it 
(he  had  touch’d  it  they  could  not  have  faved  her ;  but  to 
proceed. 

They  made  her  believe  upon  her  earned  Requeft  to  go 
into  the  River,  that  they  would  throw  her  in,  and  gave 
her  a  Swing  as  if  they  were  really  about  to  do  it,  and  (ne 
flruggled  hard  to  get  out  of  their  Hands  into  the  Water. 
After  this  they  brought  her  into  the  Houie,  where  (he  fell 
into  a  Fit  again,  pointing  to  Jane  IVenb arris  Houle;  they 
obferving  her  Eyes  clofe  (hut,  removed  her,  and  let  her 
Face  at  feveral  Times  towards  feveral  Partsof  the  Room, 
yet  (he  continually  pointed  with  her  Fingers  the  fame 
Way.  Upon  this  fome  that  were  prefent  were  for  bring* 
mg  Jane  fVenham  to  the  Maid,  and  accordingly  went  for 
her  ;  (he  had  lock’d  herfelf  into  her  Houfe,  and  faid,  (he 
was  not  well,  and  refus’d  to  come  ;  they  us’d  all  the  fair 
Words  they  could  think  of  to  perfuade  her,  not  without 
offering  her  Money,  it  (he  would  but  come  and  fpeak 
ro  the  Poor  Girl,  but  all  to  no  Purpofe.  1  hen  they  lent 
Tor  the  Conftable,  (who  had  juft  received  a  Warrant  from 
mi*  Henry  Chauncy ,  to  apprehend  her  upon  Sufpicion  of 
7elony  and  Witchcraft ;  )  when  tlpe  Conftable  was  come, 
hey  told  her  he  was  there,  and  delired  her  to  open  the 
3oor  by  fair  Means,  and  not  to  force  them  to  do  it  by 
ijoul.  She  anfwered,  (he  knew  what  (he  had  to  do  better 
)(han  they  could  tell  her  ;  on  which  they  broke  open  the 
i)oor  that  was  lock’d  with  Two  Locks,  and  brought  her 

the  Maid,  who  was  lying  Speeches,  in  very  great - 
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Mifery  and  Torture,  but  all  the  Time  very  Tehfible,  as  (he 
was  indeed  all  along,  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  her  firange 
Diforder.  As  foon  as  Jane  Wenham  fpoke  to  her,  her  Co¬ 
lour  came  into  her  Cheeks,  and  (he  Parted  up,  crying,  you 
are  a  bafe  Woman,  you  have  ruined  me,  and  flew  upon  her 
to  fcratch  her,  faying,  I  muff  have  your  Blood,  or  I  (hall 
never  be  well.  She  fcratched  Jane  Wenham  in  the  Fore¬ 
head  with  fuch  Fury  and  Eagernefs*  that  the  Noife  of  her 
Nails  Teemed  to  all  that  were  prefen t  as  if  (lie  were  feratch- 
ing  again#  a  Wainfcoafe  yet  no  Blood  followed^  Jane  Wen- 
ham  holding  her  Head  (fill,  and  faying,  Scratch  harder  Nan, 
and  fetch  Blood  of  me  if  yon  can ;  yet  Bill  no  Blood  came, 
altbo’  her  Forehead  was  fadly  mangled  and*  torn  by  the 
Girl’s  Nails  ;  of  this  Difficulty  in  fetching  of  Blood  of  Jane 
Wenham  the  Reader  will  have  another  more  Remarkable 
Infiance  by  and  by. 

^After  this  the  Company  began  to  expofiulate  with  Jane 
Wenham ,  telling  her,  fhe  was  a  wicked  Wretch  to  abufe 
a  poor  young  innocent  Creature  at  that  Rate ;  that  fhe 
had  been  reputed  a  Witch  for  above  20  Years,  and  other 
Things  they  fajd  to  that  EfFedv  Then  Jane  Wenham  pro- 
tefied  file  was  innocent,  and  offered  to  be  tried,  by  fearch- 
ing  her  Body,  to  fee  whether  fhe  had  any  Teats,  or  by 
throwing  her  into  the  Water.  One  of  the  Company  re¬ 
ply/!,  there  was  no  Occafion  for  it  at  prefent,  but  only 
defiled  her  to  let  him  hear  her  fay  the  Lord’s-Prayer  ; 
^feie  made  ieveral  Attempts  to  do  it,  but  could  not,  always 
miffing  T  wo  or  Three  Sentences.  M*s.  Gardiner  bad  Her  try 
whether  file  could  fey  it  after  her,  and  repeated  it  Sentence 
by  Sentence  ilow'ly  to  her ;  but  neither  could  file  do  this,  to 
the  Amavement  of  all  the  By'-fiander?.  It  was  ohferved, 
f ho*  fhe  tried  Ten  Times  file  could  not  fay  this  Sentence, 

F or give  ui  our  Trefpa/Jes ,  as  ive  forgive  them  that  Trefpafs 
againji  us ,  nor  that,  Lead  us  not  into  Temptation,  After  this  .!. 
jane  Wenham  was  kept  in  Cufiody  of  tiie  Conftable,  and  1 
the  Maid  was  pretty  well  that  Evening.  To  all  the  Ac¬ 
count!  have  given  of  this  Day’s  Occurrences,  Mrs.  Gardiner^ 
Mr.  Chauncy ,  Thomas  Ireland ,  and  many  others,  were 
Witneifes,  and  attelied  upon  Oath  all  Circumftances  as  I 
have  here  related  them. 

The  next  Morning,  being  Thurfday  the  14th  of  Febru«> 

rlr  came  down  to  Walkeme ,  to  the 

Houle  of  John  Trigg ,  and  Jane  Wenham  was  brought  before 
him Mi.  Gardiner  and  Matthew  Giljlon  were  feverally 

exa- 
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examined,  and  gave  in  their  Informations  upon  Oath  * 
while  this  was  doing  Anne  Thom  fell  into  a  violent  Fit* 
and  at  lait  feem’d  to  be  dead  ;  they  carried  her  out  into  the 
Yard,  and  brought  the  Old  Witch  to  her  ;  upon  this  the 
Blood  came  immediately  into  her  Face,  and  fhe  fprungup 
with  great  Strength  and  Fury  to  fcratch  Jane  fFenham , 
but  was  prevented  by  the  Interpolation  of  the  People, 
who  took  her  away.  This  was  before  a  great  Multitude 
of  Spectators,  who  all  declared  their  Belief  that  the  Maid 
was  bewitched,  and  that  this  Woman  had  bewitched 
her. 

After  this  the  Maid  was  well  enough  to  be  examined, 
and  gave  a  large  Account  of  what  had  happened  to  her, 
being  the  fame  in  Subfiance  with  what  is  above  related. 

I  would  infert  the  Informations  at  large,  but  they  being 
all  but  long  Repetitions  of  the  Account  already  given, 
which  was  with  great  Care  colle&ed  out  of  thofe  Informa¬ 
tions  of  Mr.  Gardiner ,  Mrs.  Gardiner ,  and  Anne  Thorn ; 
and  confirmed  by  the  Attentions  of  Mr.  Chamcy ,  and 
Mr.  Bragge ,  who  faw  moll  of  thefe  Things  done, 

I  fhall  omit  them,  as  very  tedious,  and  now  mine- 
ceffary,  but  fhall  find  it  needful  by  and  by  to  infert 
fome  others,  which  are  not  already  taken  Notice  of.  But, 
to  prpceed.  Sir  Henry  ordered  Four  Women  to  {catch  Jane 
Wenbarrts  Body,  diredling  them  to  enquire  diligently  whe¬ 
ther  fhe  had  any  Teats,  or  other  extraordinary  and  unufual 
Marks  about  her,  by  which  the  Devil  in  any  Sh-pe  might 
fuck  her  Body.  After  about  an  Hour‘s  Search  and  Conful- 
tation,  they  returned,  and  affirmed,  that  they  found  no 
fuch  Teats  or  Marks  about  her  Body;  it  being  now  prerty 
late,  Sir  Henry  ordered  them  to  appear  again  before  him 
the  next  Morning,  at  his  own  Houfe  at  Ardley Bttry^  and 
left  Jane  iVenham  in  the  Conllables  Hands. 

As  fom  'as  Anne  Thorn  was  return’d  Home  to  her  Maher’s 
Houfe,  ffie  had  another  Fit  as  grievous  as  any  before,  and 
was  Speechlefs,  but  very  Sensible ;  upon  Mr.  Gardiners 
asking  her  whether  he  fhould  pray  by  her,  fhe  held  up 
her  Hands  as  a  Sign  that  they  fhould  ;  and  as  {bon  as  he 
had  repeated  Three  or  Four  Sentences  of  the  LordVPrayer* 
fhe  fell  down  on  her  Knees,  and  rehearfed  the  Prayers  aftei 
the  Minifter  as  well  asany  of  the  Company.  About  hall 
an  Hour  after  fhe  had  another  Fit,  and  was  recovered  out 
ofthatalfo  by  Prayer;  then  they  kept  her  Reading  till 
Four  of  the  Clock  in  the  Morning,  when  (he  went  to  Bed, 

C  z  (having 
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(having  had  no  more  Fits,)  and  refted  pretty  well  that 


The  next  Day  (being  the  15th)  they  all  came  before 
Sir  Henry  again,  i^Ardley-Bury,  where  the  firft  that  gave 
Evidence  was  Mrs.  Gardiner %  who  confirmed  all  the  parti¬ 
culars  above  related ,  giving  her  Maid  an  extraordinary 
Character  for  her  Sobriety,  Diligence,  and  good  Tem¬ 
per,  by  which  (he  had  gain’d  the  Love  of  all  the  Neighbour* 
hood.  Before  Mrs.  Gardiner  gave  her  Information,  jane 
Wenbam  fell  on  her  Knees  at  her  Feet,  begging-her,  tor 
God’s  Sake,  not  to  fwear  againft  her,  and  us  d  many  hx- 
preflions  of  Fear  left  (he  lhould  be  fent  to  Gaol,  not  with¬ 
out  dreadful  Imprecations  on  herfelf  if  (he  were  not  inno¬ 
cent,  and  declared  herfelf  ready  to  fubmit  to  the  Water 
Experiment ;  but  Sir  Henry  would  by  no  Means  allow  or 
that  Sort  of  Trial,  it  being  Illegal,  and  U«ajuftihable. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Strutt ,  Minifter  of  Ardky ,  asked  her 
before  all  the  Company  whether  (he  could  fay  the  Lord  s-j 
jpnyer?  Sheanfwered,  (he  could,  and  attempted  (everal 
times  to  do  it,  going  on  very  readily  till  (he  came  to  Forgive 
as  our  Trefpafjes,  &c .  which  (he  could  not  repeat,  nor  thele 
Two  Sentences  together,  [ Lead  us  not  into  Temptation,  but 
deliver  us  from  Evil,)  but  would  thus  exprefs  ’em,  \_Uad 
us  not  into  no  Temptation  and  Evilf]  or  \Lead  us  into  letup- 
tation  and  Evil, 3  or  [Lead  us  not  into  no  Temptation^  but  de¬ 
liver  us  from  all  Evil ,)  and  thus  (lie  was  try’d  Six  or  Seven 
Times  together.  When  (he  found  (lie  could  not  with  *11 
her  Endeavours  fay  the  Lord* s-Prayer,  (he  try’d  to  excufe 
herfelf,  by  ailed gi  ng  fhe  was  much  difturb’d  in  her  Head 
by  the  Hurry  (he  was  in,  faying,  (he  wanted  Reft.  Upon 
which  Mr.  Strutt  promifed  to  come  to  her,  and  try  her 
again  the  next  Morning.  In  the  mean  Time  the  Poor 
Maid  had  anotherdifmal  Fit,  as  before,  and  was  recovered 
out  of  it  by  Prayer,  Spoil  after  (he  had  another,  and  when 
her  Eyes  were  (hut,  the  Witch  was  brought  to  her  privately  ^ 
then  (he  immediately  flew  at  her  again  with  great  Fury, 
faying.  Are  you  come  to  plague  me  here  too  ?  You  are  a 
bale  Woman,  and  more  to  that  Purpofc. 

Beftdes Mrs. Gardiner  y  there  were  feveral  other  Witnefles 
fworn,  particularly  Sufan  Ayloit  of  Walbfirne^  whole  Evi¬ 
dence  being  very  remarkable,  I  (hall  infert  It  in  her  own 
Words,  "  '  '  ' 

Th$ 
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The  Information  of  Sujan  Aylott  before 

Sir  Henry  Chauney. 

QVfan  Aylott ,  the  Wife  of  William  Aylott ,  of  the  Parifh  of 
^  Walker  ne^  faith  upon  Oath,  7  hat  about  i  %  lears  ago  l  a  ft 
Chrifttpas,  Jhe,  this  Informant ,  was  fent  for  to  the  Wife  of 
Richard  Harvey,  lying  very  III  in  a  firange  Condition  ;  and  as 
foon  as  fhe  came  {hither  Jane  Wenham  followed  her ,  and  jhe, 
this  Informant ,  wonder'd  that  Jane  Wenham  followed  her, 
fince  Richard  Harvey’/  Wife  had  told  her  that  jhe,  the  [aid 
Jane  Wenham,  had  bewitched  her :  7hen  Jane  Wenham 
went  under  the  Window  where  the  fick  Woman  lay ,  and  faid , 
Why  do  they  let  this  Creature  lye  there  ?  'Why  don't  they  take 
her  and  hang  her  out  of  the  Way  ?  At  which  fhe,  this  Infor¬ 
mant ,  badjome  Words  with  Jane  Wenham,  faying ,  Jake  you, 
and  hang  you  out  of  the  Way  ;  and  then  Jane  Wenham  an- 
fwer'd ,  Hold  you  your  Tongue,  1  don  t  meddle  with  you ,  and 
that  A  tght  the  fick  Woman  afore  faid  died . 

And  this  Informant  farther  faith,  that  foon  after  Jane 
W'enham  came  to  this  Informant's  Houfe ,  and  look'd  upon  a 
Child  which  was  in  her  Lay,  and  Jiroak,ed  it ;  and  faid ,  Sufan, 
you  have  a  Curious  Child ;  you  and  I  had  feme  Words ,  but  I 
hope  we  are  Friends  *  and  asked  this  Informant  to  lend l  her  a 
Glafs  to  carry  fome  Vinegar  in  from  the  Shop  ;  then  this  Infor¬ 
mant  /etff  Jane  Wenham  /<?//,  who  went  away :  And  this 
Informant  was  afraid  of  her  Child,  nmembringjhe  was  thought 
to  have  bewitched  Richard  Harvey’/  W tfe . 

This  Informant  farther  faith,  Jhaton  Sunday  following  fhe 
was  at  her  Brother  Jeremy  HarveyV  Houfe  with  her  (Child, 
anddhat  her  Child  was  taken  in  a  grievous  Condition ,  / lark 
Vtjlrattedy  and  fo  died  the  Thurfday  following.  And  this' 
Informant  faith,  She  think *  that  Jane  Wenham  bewitched  her 
Child ;  and  faith  alfo,  That  ]me  Wenham  has  had  the  Repu¬ 
tation  of  a  Witch  for  fever  al  Tears  before . 

The  Reafon  why  Jane  Wenham  fhould  bewitch  Harveys, 
Wife,  (  as  we  have  fince  been  informed  by  Ihomas  Harvey, 
her  Son,)  was  as  follows:  This  Jane  Wenham*  s  Husband 
had  defired  Richard  Harvey  to  fpeak  to  the  Town-Crier 
at  Hertford  to  cry  down  his  Wife,  left  any  Perfon  ftiould 
jruft  her  to  his  Dammage,  and  Richard  Harvey  had  accord¬ 
ingly 
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Inglf  done  if.  The  Occafion  of  her  bewitching  Aylott’s 
Cm  may  be  gathered  from  her  Evidence  :  There  was  af¬ 
terwards  at  the  Trial  another  Witnets,  wno  fwore  to  the 
Death  of  a  Nurfe-chiid  of  hers  upon  JamWenbam  s 
ftroaktng  it ;  but  this  not  being  fworn  before  Sir  Henry,  we 
&al!  defer  tire  farther  Relation  of  it  till  we  come  to  the 

Trial  ittelf.  ,  ,  T  •  r 

j&vvGfHer  Evidence  was  Mr.  %homas  Adams  ^  Junior,  o£ 

Wdk-nu,  whole  information  we  ihall  likewife  mlert  at 

large,  theSubftance  of  it  not  having  been  related  before. 

v  i  ■  ■  y  .  ‘  •  \  »  .  -  f  * 

The  Information  of  Mr.  Thomas  Adams > 


Junior,  of  Walkern.. 


T 


'Rmas  Adams ,  Junior,  of  Walker  m,  maketh  Oath, 
That  about  Three  Weeks,  or  a  Month,  before  Chrilimas 
he  met  Jane  Wenham  in  bis  Turnip- field  with  a  few 
®f  bis  Turnips,  which  {he  was  carrying- away,  and  upon  his 
Threat  ning  her  foe  threw  them  down  *  he,  this  Informant ,  told 
her  foe  might  keep  them ,  for  fhe  foould  pay  Dear  for  them  ; 
then  foe  was  very  Submijfwe,  and  begg'd  Pardon,  faying,  fhe 
'had  m  Viands  all  that  Day ,  and  had  no  Money  to  buy  any  ; 
afterwards  they  parted ,  and  he  faw  her  not  after  2  But  on 
Chrifrmas-Diy  Miming  One  of  bis  be{l  Sheep  died  without 
my  Signs  of  ILlnefs  found  upon  the  Body  after  it  was  open  d, 
and  Nine  or  Teh  Da\s  after  died  another  Sheep  in  an  unaccount' 
able  /planner,  and  foortly  after  Two  more  Sheep  died  afo,  none 
§f  them  having  any  Marks  of  a  Dijeafe  upon  ’em,  but  being 
Sound  in  all  their  Parts ,  as  his  Shepherd  informs  him  :  He  alio 
faith.  That  his  Shepherd  tells  him ,  that  one  other  SbeeP  was 
taken  firangcly,  skipping ,  and  {landing  upon  its  Head,  but  in 
half  an  Hour  war  well ,  and  continues  fo  *  and  another  Sheep 
war  Itkewtfe  III  l  wo  or  T  hr  ye  Days,  but  is  now  well  again  : 
And}zx\e  Wenham  having  the  Common  Fame  of  a  Witch,  he 
does  believe  that  if  they  were  bewitch  d  fhe  did  bewitch  them ,  - 

There  were  alfo  fworn  at  the  fame  Time  William  Bur- 
rough's,  and  Thomas  Ireland;  the  former  fwore  to  his 
fetching  fane  Wenham  to  Mr.  Gardiners  Boufe,  as  is  above 
related,  when  Anne  Thorn  was  in  her  Fits  ;  and  that  Jane 
Wenham  had  had  the  Reputation  of  a  Witch  for  above 
Ten  Years  lift  pah:  Thomas  Ireland  attefted  that  he  met 

Jane 
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Jane  Wenhatn ,  within  Three  Minutes  of  the  Time  when 
AnneTborni aid  (he Threatened  her,  but  was  not  any  fair 
ther  Interrogated  at  that  Time;  the  other  Particulars,  is* 
which  he  was  concerned,  having  been  fully  depos’d  before 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardiner . 

After  this  they  were  difmifs’d,  and  the  Witch  delivered 
into  the  Conibble’s  Hand.  The  Maid  had  fevera l  Returns 
of  her  Fits  that  Night,  but  was  always  recovered  out  of 
them  by  Prayers.  * 

'•  Next  Day,  being  the  idth,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Stmtt , 
according  to  his  Promife  made  to  Jane  Wenhatn ,  to  try  her 
once  more  whether  die  could  lay  the  Lord’s*  Prayer,  went 
down  to  Walker ne,  and  call’d  upon  Mr.  Gardiner  to  go  with 
him  to  the  Prifoner  at  the  White  Hvrfe  in  the  Town; 
when  they  were  come  thither,  they  found  one  Mr.  Archer 
of  Sandon,  a  Relation  of .  Jane  Wenham's ,  with  her;  they 
went  into  a  Room,  and  dclired  that  we  might  be  brought 
to  them,  which,  being  done,  Mr.  Strutt  told  her,  in  the 
Hearing  of  Mr.  Gardiner ,  that  he  hoped  Ihe  was  now  in  a 
good  Temper,  and  her  Head  fettled  ;  fheanfwered,  yes, and 
that  (he  hacla  good  Night’s  Rell :  Then  Mr.  Strutt  reply’d, 
that  he  was  come  according  to  his  Promife,  to  fee  whether 
(he  could  lay  the  Lord’s' Prayer  ;  fhe  anfwered  file  believed 
file  could,  for  Ihe  had  try’d  feveral  Times  in  the  Night, 
and  Ihe  made  no  doubt  but  Ihe  could  fay  if,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  (he  ellay’d  feveral  Times  to  do  it,  but  could  not,  ma¬ 
king  the"  fame  Blunders  as  before,  tho’  Ihe  cbuld  repeat' the 
rell  ofthe  Prayer  perfectly  welt:  After  this  Jane  Wtttham 
was  asked  whether  Ihe  had  any  Hand  in  bewitching  Atm 
Thorn  f  To  which  at  fir  ft  fhe  gave  no  pofitive  Anfwer;  but 
upon  Mr.  Strutt’s  telling  her,  that  if  Ihe  was  Guilty  of 
fuch  a  vile  Fadt,  it  would  be  the  bell  Thing  Ihe  could  do, 
both  for  the  Salvation  of  her  own  Soul,  and  the  Good 
of  others,  to  confds  ;  then  Ihe  began  to  relent  a  little, 
and  detired  Mr.  Strutt  to  go  with  her  into  another  Pri¬ 
vate  Room,  and  Ihe  would  declare  to  him  what  die  had 
to  fay;  but  he  being  defirous  that  Mr.  Gardiner ,  the  Mi- 
nifter  ofthe  Parifn,  and  her  own  Kiyfman  Archer ,  ffeetdd 
i  hear  all,  prefs’d  that  they  might  be  p relent,  which  fhe 
contented  to ;  and  before  Mr.  Gardiner ,  and  her  Cozen 
Archer ,  Mr.  Strutt  hill  asked  her  lincerely  to  tell  him. 
Whether  (he  wae  a  Witch  ?  She  fald  (he  was  ;  then 
l  he  asked  her  again*  Whether  fhe  had  not  a  Haiid  in  be- 
■  witchiqg  Anne  Ihorn  ?  She  laid  hie  had  a  Hand  in  be¬ 
witching 
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witching  Anne  Thorn,  but  there  was  another  who  was  as 
deep  in  it  as  herfelf :  Then  he  asked  her  what  induced  her 
to  do  fuch  a  Wicked  Ad  >  She  reply  d,  the  Girl  had  once 
vexed  her.  Then  it  was  thought  fit  to  ask  her,  whether 
(he  did  not  meet  Anne  Thorn  on  Tuefday  Morning  as  (he 
came  from  Mrs.  Adams's,  and  Threaten  her,  as  (he,  the  faid 
Anne  Thorn,  told  her  Miftrefs?  She  anfwered  (he  was  not 
at  Home  at  that  Time ;  Mr.  Strutt  asked  her  if  it  was  not 
herfelf,  whether  it  was  not  her  Familiar  in  her  Shape  > 
She  confefs’d  it  was  her  Familiar  in  lier  Shape.  After 
this  Confeilioa  in  general,  that  (he  was  a  Witch,  and  had 
bewitched  Anne  Thorn  in  particular,  they  asked  her  farther 
how  long  (he  had  lived  in  this  Courfe  of  Witchcraft  ? 
She  anfwered  above  Sixteen  Years ;  and  that,  it  was  before 
her  firft  Husband  died,  who  came  to  a  very  Miferabte 
End ,  and  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  bewitched  by  her. 
Then  they  asked  her  what  it  was  that  induced  her  to  enter 
into  this  Familiarity  with  the  Devil  ?  She  faid  it  was  a 
Malicious  and  Wicked  Mind  ;  for  when  any  of  her  Neigh¬ 
bours  vexed  her  (he  ufed  horrid  Curfes,  and  Imprecations, 
on  which  the  Devil  took  Advantage  over  her:  After  this 
they  defired  her  to  inform  them  who  were  her  Confede¬ 
rate  s  ?  She  named  Three  Women  of  JValkfrne. 

T  his  is  an  exad  Account  of  her  Confeflion,  as  Mt.Gar* 
diner  added  it  to  his  former  Information  upon  Oath  ;  and 
Mr.  Strutt  alfo  affirmed  to  me  to  be  true*  and  gave  it  in 
Evidence  afterwards  at  the  Allises,  of  which  more  when 
we  come  to  the  Trial  ;  Mr.  Archer ,  her  Kinfman,  was  fo 
fully  fatisfied  with  this  free  and  unconftrained  Confeilion, 
that  he  declared  he  had  not  one  Word  more  to  fay  in  her 
Behalf. 

Mr.  Strutt  and  Mr.  Gardiner  thought  themfel^es  obliged 
to  acquaint  Sir  Henry  Chamcy  with  what  had  pafs’d,  and 
came  to  him,  and  told  him  what  (he  had  confefs’dj  and  ' 
whom  (lie  had  accufed  of  being  her  Accomplices  *  leaving 
It  to  him  to  do  what  he  thought  good  in  the  Matter  ;  Sir 
Henry  immediately  Cent  a  Warrant  for  the  Three  Women 
whom  (lif  had  named,  and  they  were  brought  to  Ardley - 
Bury ;  JaneWenham  w?asalfo  fent  for,  as  were  Mr.  Gardiner , 
Mrs.  Gardiner ,  and  the  Girl ;  Jane  Wenham  was  put  into  a 
feparate  Room  from  the  reft,  and  privately  examined  by 
Sir  Henry ,  but  could  fix  no  one  particular  Fad  upon  any 
one  of  thofe  whom  fhe  accufed  :  In  the  mean  Time  Anne 
Thorn  was  in  as  Violent  a  Fit  as  any  (he  had  had  yet,  and  her 
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Eyes  fa  ft  clofed,  every  one  of  thefe  Women  was  brought 
to  the  Maid,  touched  her,  and  {poke  to  her,  but  (he  took 
not  the  lead  Notice  of  them.  After  this  Jane  Wenbam 
•was  brought  privately  to  her,  and  immediately  (he  flew  up 
with  great  Strength  and  Fury,  crying  out,  What,  are  you 
come  again  to  Torment  me  /  And  would  have  feratched  her 
as  formerly :  After  this  the  Women  were  difeharged  till 
farther  Evidence  (hould  come  in  againft  them. 

Come  we  now  to  the  Poor  Maid,  who  is  to  fuffer  (fill 
more  and  greater  Pains,  and  toftruggle  with  more  Violent 
Temptations  than  before :  After  her  Return  Home 
from  Sir  Henry  Chauncy  s,  the  continued  very  reftlefs,  and 
wanted  to  go  out,  but  they  would  not  fuffer  her:  It. was 
obferved  that  (he  did  not  point  as  ufual  to  Wmbam's  Houfe, 
and  being  asked  the  Reafon  of  it,  (he  faid  JaneJVenham 
would  not  let  her;  (he  had  feveral  Fits  that  Day,  (for 
whenever  (he  left  off  Reading  a  Fit  came  upon  her,)  but 
was  conftanrly  recovered  by  Prayers :  About  7  or  8  at  Night: 
file  faid  (he  faw  Things  like  Cits  appear. to  her,  telling  her 
(he  mu  go  ;  (he  fa  d  alfo,  that  always  before  a  fit  (he  faw 
a  Cat,  which  would  not  only  appear  1  to  Her,  but  {peak, 
and  te’l  her  feveral  Things,  tempting  her  to  go  out  of 
Doors.  It  was  alfo  taken  Notice  of,  that  a  diimal  Noife 
of  Cats  was  at  that  Time,  and  feveral  Times  after,  heard 
about  the  Houfe,  fometimes  their  Cry  refembling  chatiof 
Young  Children,  at  other  Times  they  made  a  Hellifh  No  fe, 
to  which  nothing  can  be  refembled;  this  was  accompany’d 
by  Scratching,  heard  by  all  that  were  in  the  Houfe,  under 
the  Windows,  and  at  the  Doors,  which*  ({art  led  and  a£^ 
frighted  them  all  to  a  great  degree ;  and  feveral  People, 
particularly  James  Burvile ,  Thomas  Ireland ,  and  others,  faw 
thefe  Cats,  fometimes  Three  or  Four  hi  a  Company,  which 
would  run  to  Jane  Wenbam  s  Houfe  whenever  any  Body 
came' up  to  them  ;  Mr.  Chauncy  hearing  a  knocking  at  the 
Door,  went  out  with  James  Burvile ,  (Sir  Henry  Chamcy’g 
Man,)  and  faw  Two  or  Three  of  them  fo  near  him,  that 
he  fuppos’d  they  were  not  above  half  a  Yard  before  him  ; 
he  endeavoured  to  ftrike  at  them,  but  his  Arm  was  ftay’d, 
and  he  had  no  Power  to  touch  them,  tho’  they  (food  (faring 
in  his  Face. 

Jane  Wenham  had  faid  to  Mr.  Gardiner,  and  others,  that 
the  Maid  Ihould  be  well  that  Night;  and  fo  it  had  like  to 
have  proved  in  that  Senfe  of  the  Word,  in  which  it  i$ 
ufuai  to  comfort  the  near  Relations  of  one  lately  deceafed, 
by  faying  he  is  well  *  for  now  (he  had  another  violent  Fit, 
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from  which,  no,  not  Prayers,  that  never-before  failing  Re¬ 
medy,  could  relieve  her ;  (he  was  cold  as  a  Dead  Corpfe,  her 
Jaws  were  fallen,  her  Nofe  pinched,  her  Pulfe  gone,  and 
feveral  that  applied  their  Mouths  to  hers,  affirmed  there 
was  not  the  leaft  Breath  coming  from  her  ;  Mr.  Gardiner 
had  recommended  her  Soul  to  God ;  and  all  that  faw  her, 

(  who  were  very  many  of  the  Neighbours, )  fuppos’d  her 
really  dead,  {he  lying  without  any  Motion  or  Heat,  or  o- 
ther  Symptom  of  Life  ;  Mr.  Strutt  alfo  was  prefent,  and 
joined  with  them  in  Prayer  till  there  were  no  Hopes ;  at  laft 
it  was  refolved  to  fend  for  Jane  WenbamJ  tho’  it 'was  then 
very  late  at  Night ;  asfoon  as  ihe  Came  into  the  Room  the 
Maid  ftarted  up,  and  flew  at  her  with  amazing  Strength  and 
Fiercene fs,  faying,  as  before.  Are  yon  come  again  to  Torment 
me  ?  I'll  have  your  Blood ,  and  tear  you  to  pieces  *  which  fhe 
would  have  done  if  fhe  had  not  been  kept  down  by  main 
Force  of  Three  or  Four  Men,  who  could  hardly  hold  her  ; 
immediately  after  this  (he  was  well  again,  having  a  lively 
Colour  in  her  Cheeks :  A  convincing  Proof  this,  (  with 
Submiff  o  i  to  the  Freer  Thoughts  of  thofe  Men,  who,  to 
avoid  the  Belief  of  one  Thing,  becaufe  they  fee  fom  t  Difficul¬ 
ties  in  it,  run  into  a  Thousand  Abfurdities  on  the  other 
Hand;)  a  convincing  Proof  this,  I  fay,  that  it  was  neither 
any  Natural  Viflemper  that  produced  thefe  wonderful  Ef¬ 
fects,  nor  yet  any  Trick  or  Cheat  put  upon  the  many  Spe&a- 
tors.  For  admitting  that  an  Hyjlcrieal  Fit  might  reduce  a 
Patient  to  the  Condition  this  Girl  was  in  before  the  Witch 
came  into  the  Room,  was  it  ever  known  that  any  Perfon 
was  fo  fuddenfy  recovered  by  ordinary  Means  from  fuch  a 
State?  Or  fuppo/ing  the  Maid  had  a  Defire  to  counterfeit, 
is  it  polllble  to  .counterfeit  Death  itfelf,  and  a&  it  fo 
well,  that  neither  FJea r,  Breath,  nor  Pulfe,  (hall  be  dif- 
cerned  by  Twenty  Pe, vfons  that  are  prefent,  and  ufe  all 
their  Endeavours  to  perceive  either  of  thefe,  but  cannot  i 
find  ’em?  I  mud  confers  1  find  no  Difficulty  in  believing  1 
the  Power  of  Evil  Spirits  and  Witches,  fo  great  as  that  of 
attributing  thefe  Appearan  ces  either  to  the  Eflfedfs  of  a  » 
Natural  Difeafe,  or  to  the  Dexterity  of  a  Counterfeit ; 
but  of  this  more  hereafter  :  Lef  us  now  go  on  with  the  Re¬ 
lation  of  thefe  ftrange  Events,  w  hich  begin  to  thicken  upon 
us  apace,  every  Hour  almoft  affording  fomething  fiill  more 
and  more  furprizing.  As  Mr.  Chutney  was  talking  with 
sanre  frenham,  prefling  her  to  take oi*F  the  Charm,  and  re* 
leaie  the  Maid  from  her  Torments,  it7  k  was  in  her  Power, 
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(as  (he  Teem’d  to  hint  it  was,  by  faying  the  Girl  fhould  be 
well,  )  he  obferved,  That  a  Pin  came  into  her  Fingers,  (I 
makeup  of  his  own  Words,  which  I  now  tranferibefromam 
Account  of  this  Matter,  written  by  his  own  Han df)  he  knew 
not  bow,  for  he  was  very  fure  (be  pluck'd  it  out  nowhere ,  nor 
h\d  it  in  her  Hands  before  •  at  which  he  [natch' d  it  from  her * 
faying,  Are  you  going  to  bewitch  her  again  with  this  Pin  ? 
And  the  Maid  crying  out  for  her  Blood,  he  fad:  Jane  Wenham’x 
Arm,  and  ran  the  Pin  into  it  Six  or  Seven  Times,  finding  fhe 
never  winced  for  it ;  but  held  her  Arm  as  frill  as  if  nothing  had 
been  done  to  it ;  and  feeing  nb  Blood  comet  he  ran  it  in  a  great 
many  Times  more ,  fill l  no  Blood  came ,  but  (he  flood  talking ,  and 
never  minded  it  ;  then  again  he  ran  it  in  feveral  Times  ' more  ;  (■ 
atlafi  he  left  it  in  her  Arm ,  that  all  the  Company  might  fee  it 
run  up  to  the  Head  ;  and  when  he  pluck’d  it  out  before  them 
all ,  there  jufi  appeared  a  little  thin  Watty  Serum ,  but  nothing 
that  you  can  call  Blood,  Thus  far  Mr.*  Chauncy,  after  this 
Jane  Wenham  was  Tent  away,  who  pafs’d  the  rell  of  the 
Night  in  Singing  and  Dancing,  as  die  had  done  fome  Nights 
before,  frying,  the  Maid  fliould  be  well  that  Night. 

After  this  the  Maid  had  one  Fit  more,  but  was  recovered 
out  of  it  by  Prayer,  and  continued  fo  well  that  (he  could 
walk  about,  and  refled  pretty  well  till  Nine  or  Ten  in  the 
Morning,  when  (he  had  another*  Fit,  but  was  recovered  out 
of  it  alfo  by  Prayers. 

Towards  the  Evening  of  the  next  Day,  being  Sunday  Cat 
17  th  of  Feb .  her  Fits  came  on  her  very  thick,  and  Mr.  Cbaun~ 
py  firfl  perceived  Pins  which  were  brought  to  her  Hands  by 
111  viable  Means;  this  aKo  George  Chapman,  and  afterwards 
many  others,  took  notice  of,  thef  Care  had  been  taken  that 
not  a  Pin  was  in  any  of  her  Cloaths,  (  the  Reafonof  which 
was,  becaufe,  (he  fatd,  fhe  was  often  temptid  to  deflroy 
herfelf  by  Pins.)  When  (he  had  got  a  Pin,  fhe  was  obferved  . 
to  fmile,  and  look  very  pfeafanr,  and  afterwards  would 
flily  convey  it  to  Her  Mouth  ;  Mr.  Chauncy  tooky  feveral 
from  her,  not  without  great  Difficulty,  (he  clenching  her 
Hands  very  fafl  to  held  ’em  ;  Five  of  them  he  kept,  and 
would  have  produced  in  Court,  but  the  Judge  did  not 
think  it  neceffary  :  After  he  had  taken  feveral  from  her* 
which  fhe  would  And  in  her  Hair,  in  her  Gown,  on  her 
Apron,  and  in  any  Place  where  fhe  laid  her  Hand,  George 
Chapman  took  from  her  another ;  they  were  all  very  crook¬ 
ed  :  After  this  her  Hands  were  ty’d  down,  and  flic  was 
pinion’d  in  the  fame  Manner  as  we  pinion  condemned  Ma- 
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lefaclors,  yet  fhe  would  endeavour  to  get  her  Hands  tor 
her  Mouth ;  then  they  ty  d  her  Hands  behind  her*  but 
(till  they  obferved,  by  the  Motion  of  her  Mouth  and 
Throat,  that  die  feemed  to  receive  and  fwallow  fome- 
thing,  on  which  George  Chapman  clapt  his  Hand  to  her 
Mouth,  and  (aid  that  he  plainly  felt  a  Pin  (taking  againft 
his  Hands ;  and  altho’  feveral  Times  they  (aw  the  Pins, 
yet  they  could  catch  them  no  more,  they  being  as  ftrangely 
convey’d  away  as  they  came :  This  fad  Sight  concerned 
Mrs.  Gardiner  more  th&n  all  that  had  pad,  and  made  her 
defpair  of  her  Maid’s  Life  ;  and  being  tired  out  with  Grief 
and  Fatigue,  (he  withdrew  herfelf  and  Children  to  a  Neigh¬ 
bour’s  Houfe,  not  being  able  to  bear  fuch  fad  Sights  any 
longer. 

This  Evening  they  were  advifed  to  take  fome  of  the 
Girl’s  Urine,  and  put  it  into  a  Stone-bottle,  tye  the  Cork 
down,  and  fet  it  over  the  Fire*  which  they  did,  and  fent  to 
the  Houfe  where  the  Witch  was  one  that  fhould  obferve 
whether  (he  fhew’d  any  more  than  ordinary  Uneafinefs ;  it 
was  found  thatexa&ly  at  that  Time  fhe  feem’d  in  great  Pain, 
and  Aied  Tears  plentifully,  (  which  (he  never  was  obferved 
to  do  before  or  fince,)  and  continued  feemingly  in  Mifery 
and  Torture  till  the  Time  that  the  Bottle  flew  with  a  Re- 
port  as  great  as  that  of  a  Piflol,  and  then  (he  was  very  Mcr-^ 
ry,  Singing  and  Dancing,  as  before :  It  was  alfo  taken  No¬ 
tice  of  by  Two  Men  that  fat  up  with  Jane  Wenham  that  in 
the  Evening  fbe  pull’d  out  her  Pin-Cufhion,  which  was 
jffuck  full  of  P  ms,  and  that  in  the  Morning  when  (he  pro¬ 
duced  it  again  they  were  all  gone,  and  fhe  wanted  a  Pin  to 
pm  up  her  Gown.  Thefe  Men  farther  faid,  that  they  ob¬ 
ferved  that  (he  had  often  crooked  Pins  in  her  Mouth* 
with  what  Defign,  or  to  what  Purpofe,  they  knew  not; 
but  I  think  we  may  reafonably  conjedfure  when  we 
con  11  a er  the  Condition  of  the  Unhappy  Maid,  who  conti¬ 
nued  finding  Pins  where-eVer  fhe  caft  her  Eyes':  and 
when  file  was  put  to  Bed,  and  her  Hands  ty’d  down, 
the  was  feen  to  lick  feveral  off  the  Pillows,  fo  that  they 
were  forced  narrowly  to  watch  her :  The  Noifes  of  feream- 
ot  .  s>  ?nd  Scratching  at  the  Windows  and  Doors, 
tall  continued,  but  the  Girl  had  no  farther  Harm  that 
SNignr. 

It  was  thought  high  Time  to  put  the  Mittimus  in  Ex? 
cution  agamft  Jam  IVenbam ,  (  who  had  been  refpited  for 
I  wo  Days  upon  her  Confeifion, )  and  to  fend  her  to  Gaol  . 

but* 
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but  before  (he  went  off,  Mr.  Gardiner ,  Mr.  Strutt f 
Mr.  Chauncy ,  and  Mr.  Bragge,  went  together  to  her  at  the 
White-Horfe ,  where  Mr.  Strutt  put  her  in  Mind  of  her  for¬ 
mer  Confeffion*  and  perfuaded  her  to  give  Glory  to  God 
by  a  full  and  fincere  Difcovery  ;  but  to  no  Purpofe,  fh^ 
being  full  of  Equivocations*  andEvafions,  now  confeffing, 
and  anon  denying  what  (he  had  confeft.  She  was  parties 
larly  asked  in  what  Manner  (he  made  a  Contra#  with  the 
Devil  ?  But  we  could  make  nothing  of  her  Anfwer,  fave 
that  an  Old  Man  did  Spit  upon  her.  Being  again  defired  by 
Mr.  Strutt  to  tell  him  exadtly,  to  the  bed  of  Her  Remem¬ 
brance,  the  Time  when  (he  entred  into  Covenant  with 
Satan?  She  faid  it  was  above  Sixteen  Years  ago.  ^  She 
owned  alfo,  as  before,  that  it  was  an  envious  and  wicked 
Mind  that  gave  the  Devi]  this  Advantage  over  her.  Being 
asked  more  particularly,  (he  would  give  us  no  dire#  Alt'* 
fwer,  but  (aid  we  lay  in  wait  for  her  Life,  and  would 
hang  her  from  her  own  Mouth.  ,  After  this  her  Daughter 
came  to  her,  and  brought  her  a  Comm  on- Prayer-Book, 
which  (he  with  Tears  delired  her  to  make  the  be(\  Ufe  of 
that  (he  could,  and  to  prepare  for  Death  by  Repentance. 
But  the  Mother,  inftead  of  ihdwing  the  lead  Signs  of  a  re¬ 
lenting  Mind,  or  Concern  for  the  fad  Condition  (he  was  in, 
4 gave  her  Daughter  fuch  a  bafe ,  wicked  Look ,  as  I  am  not 
able  to  defer!  be,  and  bid  her  mind  whit  (he  faid  to  her 
about  fome  Flax,  Hemp,  and  other  Goods,  which  (he  dif- 
pofed  of  with  the  greateil  Unconcernedntfs,  and  away  (he 
/went.  I  think  its  proper  here  to  infert  the  Informations 
of  the  Two  Men  that  condu#ed  her  to  Prifon,  as  they 
were  taken  afterwards  befor?  Sir  henry  Chauncy . 

The  Information  of  "Uriah  Wright  of  Wal- 
kerp.Cy  againft  Jane  Wenham }  taken  be¬ 
fore  Sir  Henry  Chauncy 3  Kt.  this  22  th 
Day  of  February y  r  7 1 1  - 1 2. 

fT  JRiah  IV right  of  Walkerne  faith  upon  Oath,  That  on  Sun- 
^  day  lafi  was  Sevennight  he  ask'd  Jane  Wenham  whether 
(he  had  feen  the  Devil  or  no ?  She ,  the  faid  Jane  Wenham,  an - 
Jwered ,  (he  had  feen  him  following  her  when  Jhe  has  looked 
ever  her  Shoulder ,  and  when  Jhe  turned  her  felf  round  he  va- 
mfhed  away  like  a  Shadow .  This 
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Thislnformant  fartherfaSh,  T hat  /be, the  [aid  Jane  Wen- 
}iam  told  him,  that  fametbinguid  to  torn  to  her  Hottfi ,  and 
oive  Three  Knocks,  and  jumble  at  the  Door ;  thatjhe  hewtt 
was  he  (  meaning  the  Devil,)  and  that  he  (  meaning  the  Devil  J 
could  have  had  her  bang  berfelfin  the  Buttery,  or  drown  her - 

[elfin  the  River*  r 

This  Informant  farther  faith,  That  Jhe,  the  [aid  Jane 
Wenham,  hath  for  many  Tears  been  reputed  a  Witch . 

The  Information  of  Thomas  Harvey  of 

Walker ne, 


T Homos  Harvey  of  Walh&rne  faith  upon  Oath,  That  he 
heard  Jane  Wenham  fay  the  fame  Words  contained  in  the 
Information  of  Uriah  Wright,  and  that  Jane  Wenham  has 
keen  refitted  a  Witch  thefe  Ten  tears . 

I  have  inferted  thefe  Informations,  not  becaufe  I  think 
Vm  very  material,  but  chiefly  becaufe  I  would  give  the 
Reader  the  Sum  of  all  the  Informations,  and  (hall  not  else¬ 
where  meet  with  fo  proper  an  Opportunity  of  mentioning 

thefe.  *  i  j 

Leave  we  now  fane  Wenham  in  the  Gaolers  Cuflody,  and 

let  us  fee  what  is  dont  at  Home.  Anne  Thorn  continued 
to  hive  her  Firs,  but  was  recovered  as  ufual  by  Prayers  ; 
and  this  Night  was  a  Difcovery  made  more  furprizing 
than  any  Thing  that  has  been  yet  related.  As  thefe  unac¬ 
countable  Paffages  brought  to  Mind  feveral  Qld  Stories  of 
Witches,  it  was  among  other  Things  remembered,  that 
Hrange  Things  have  been  found  in  the  Pillow  of  the  Perform 
bewitched.  This  put  their  Curiofity  upon  fearching  the 
Maid’s  Pillow,  (which  Imuftobferve  a  little  Down 
Pillow,  which  Mrs.  Gardiner  had  herfelf  newly  fluffed  ) 
This  was  accordingly  done, 'and  there  was  found  in  the 
Down  a  great  many  Cakes  of  fmall  Feathers,  fo  clofely 
joined  together,  that  an  ordinary  Force  could  not  pull  them 
afunder.  The  particular  Account  of  this  furprizing  Appea¬ 
rance  the  Reader  may  exped  when  we  come  to  (peak  of 
Mr.  Bragge  s  Evidence  at  the  Trial,  he  having  (pent  half  an 
Hour  the  next  Morning  in  viewing  and  comparing  Two 
of  thefe  Cakes  to  each  other,  with  a  more  than  ordinary 

Curi- 
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Curiofity.  Mr.  Bragge  was  very  defirous  to  have  fome  <£ 
thefe  Cakes  preferved,  in  order  to  be  produced  in  Court, 
but  w as  over-ruled  by  others,  who  not  without  Reafon 
fuppofing  this  to  be  the  Charm,  would  have  it  all  burnt,  in 
hopes  the  Effe&sof  it  might  ceafe.  And  it  is  remarkably 
that  after  the  burning  thefe  Feathers  the  Maid  was  better, 
and  had  no  more  Fits  till  theAffizes:  But  ftill  was  di- 
fturbed  with  theNoifeof  Scratchihgs,  and  Appearaitces  of 
Cats,  till  Mr.  Chauncy  kill’d  one  of  them  which  knocked  at 
the  Door,  and  after  that  the  difmal  Cries  ceafcd. 

I  cannot  here  omit  one|!art  of  the  Additional  Informal 
tion  of  AnneTborn ,  taken  before  Sir  Henry  Chauncy ,  March 
the  ift. 

She  fays,  That  in  the  Morning  of  the  2  6th  of  February,  as 
Jhe  was  lying  in  Bed%  /be  faw  a  Cat  fitting  in  the  Window* 
which  jpoke  to  her ,  and  told  her  jhejhould  have  more  Pins ;  and 
that  casing  her  Eyes  on  the  Sheets ,  Jhe  Jaw  a  large  crooked  Pin9 
but  would  not  touch  it ,  and  hid  her  Head  in  the  Bed-cloatbs, 
and  foon  after  that  looked  in  the  fame  Place ,  and  the  Pin  was 
gone,  as  was  the  Cat  alfo. 

She  fays  alfo,  7 hat  on  Friday  the  2 9th  of  February,  in  the 
Afternoon ,  Jane  Wenham  appeared  to  her  at  the  Window ,  and 
call'd  to  her ,  bidding  her  come  out  of  the  Doors,  but  fhe  told 
her  jhe  would  not  come ,  and  repeated  the  Lord's  Prayer  ;  that 
then  Jane  Wenham  dif appeared  9  but  afterwards  came  Twice  t a 
the  Window  again ,  and  finding  her  Heading ,  went  away,  and 
troubled  her  no  more . 

* 

I  have  now  finilhed  my  Relation  of  what  pa  ft  before  the 
Trial;  and  for  the  fake  of  Brevity,  and  to  prevent  Repeti¬ 
tions,  I  have  call  the  whole  Subftance  of  the  Informations 
into  the  Form  of  a  continued  Narrative,  but  with  that 
Care  and  Caution,  that  as  nothing  that  was  fworn  to  is 
omitted,  fo  neither  is  any  Thing  material  related,  but 
what  is  upon  Oath.  Come  we  now  to  the  Proceedings  at  the 
Affizes.  We  found  great  Difficulties  at  the  very  firft,  moft 
People  who  had  feen  nothing  of  it  themfelves,  nor  heard 
any  Thing,  but  imperfed  Stories,  and  flying  Reports,  be¬ 
ing  very  inclinable  to  believe  nothing  at  all  of  it ;  but  this 
did  not  fo  much  difeourage  us,  as  a  Miftake  which  we  have 
too  much  Reafon  to  believe  was  wilful,  in  laying  the  In- 
di&ment.  We  were  told  very  confidently,  that  if  we  laid 
.  it  t'os  bewitching  Arm  2>? -m  it  would  not  amount  to  Fe¬ 
lony, 
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lonv'  (he  being  alive,  altho’  with  Submiffion  to  that  Gen¬ 
tleman’s  Knowledge  in  the  Law,  there  are  many  Instances 
to  the  contrary.  I  (hall  mention  but  one,  Julian  Cox  was 
Indited  at  the  Summer  Allies  at  Taunton,  in  Somerfetbire, 
in  the  Year  ^63,  before  Judge  Archer ,  for  prachjkg  Witch - 
craft  upon  a  Toung  Maid,  whereby  her  Body  langui/bed,  and 
was  impaired  of  Health,  by  Reafon  of  Jlrange  Fits,'  upon  Ac- 
comt  ofthefaid  Witchcraft,  (  which  was  exactly  our  Cafe, ) 
and  was  upon  that  Indidimem  found  Guilty,  and  executed 
Three  or  Four  Days  after.  But  it  feems  we  were  not  iut- 
fer’d  to  lay  our  Indi<3ment  thus ;  nay,  we  were  told  by 
the  Perfon,  whofe  Bufinefs  it  was  to  draw  it  up,  that  be 
neither  could ,  nor  would ,  lay  it  fo ;  and  afterwards,  when 
we  came  into  Court, 

that  (he  was  Indited  only  for  converting  familiarly  wito  the 
Devil  in  the  Shape  of  a  Cat ,  and  not  a  Word, ,  as  we  could  bear9 

Ho'we ver^ we  thought  ourfelves  able  to  prove  even  this 
by  Two  or  Three  Witneffes,  the  main  of  our  moil:  pofitive 
Evidence  being  now  made  meerly  Circumftantial.  When 
the  Bill  was  prefented  to  the  Grand-Jury  Anne  Thorn  was 
in  a  Fit,  occalioned  by  the  Sight  of  Jane  (Fenham  m  the 
Court,  when  the  Witneffes  were  there  fworn  to  the  Evi¬ 
dence  they  ihould  give  the  Grand -Inqu eft,  but  was  ioon 
recovered  out  of  it  by  Prayer,  and  was  well  enough  to  give 
her  Evidence  to  the  Grand- Jury,  as  did  Four  or  Five  more 
of  the  Principal  Witneffes,  and  the  Bill  was  Toon  found  to 


About  Nine  in  the  Morning,  March  the  4th,  the  Trial 
came  on  before  Mr.  Juftice  Powell.  After  the  ufual  Forma¬ 
lities,  and  the  Prifoner  having  pleaded  not  Guilty,  and  put 
herfelf  on  her  Trial?  the  Jury  were  fworn,  and  the  Wimef- 
fes  called  over,  being  Sixteen  in  all. 

The  Sirrt  Evidence  that  was  f  vorn  was  Anne  Thorn,  who 
going  to  relate  what  had  happened  to  her,  fell  into  a  Fit, 
being  taken  Speechlefs,  with  violent  Convulfions,  and  was 
very  ftrong  ;  my  Lord  laid,  that  lie  never  heard  that  in  any 
Witches  Trial  before  theTerfon  affti&ed  fell  into  a  Fit  in 
Court ;  but  for  the  Satisfa&ion  of  the  Jury  he  permitied 
the  Prifoner  to  be  brought  near  her,  and  to  fpeak  to  her, 
upon  which  the  Girl  flew  at  her  with  great  Fury,  as 
ufual. 

Then  Mrs.  Gardiner  was  fworn,  who  gave  a  very  full 
and  exait  Account  of  what  had  paffed  to  her;  leaving 
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the  Houfe  oil  Sunday ,  the  17th  of  February,  when  the  Pins 
were  brought  to  her  Servant,  Anne  Ihorn ;  her  Evidence 
was  long,  and  very  particular,  being  the  fame  in  Subihnce 
with  the  above-written  Narrative.  In  the  mean  Time 
Anne  Thom  had  another  Fit,  and  it  being  propofed  that 
fhe  might  be  prayd  for  In  Court,  my  Lord  at  prefen t 
was  unwilling,  faying,  She  will  come  to  herfelf  by  and 
by. 

The  next  Evidence  was  the  Reverend  Mr*  Gardiner , 
Re&or  of  PValkerne,  who  related  the  Quarrel  between  John 
Chapman  and  the  Prifoner,  which  was  referred  to  him,  told 
the  Story  of  Anne  Thorns  running  the  firft  Time  to  fetch 
Sticks*  and  the  Prifener’s  coming  in  when  they  were  burn¬ 
ing,  proceeded  to  all  the  Particulars,  and  concluded  with 
the  above-mentioned  Account  of  her  Confeffion  to  him, 
and  Mr.  Strutt ,  he  having  been  an  Eye-witnefs  to  all  the 
Grange  Palfages. 

The  next  was  the  Reverend  Mr.  Robert  Strutt ,  Vicar  of 
Ardleyj  who  attefxed  the  Prifoner ’s  Confeffion  at^  large, 
and  depofed,  that  he  was  prefenf,  and  faw  Anne  Thorn  in 
feveral  of  her  grievous  Fits,  out  of  which  (he.  was  recovered 
by  Prayer  ;  he  faid  alfo  that  he  tried  the  Prifoner  often  to 
fee  whether  fhe  could  fay  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  and  that  (lie 
could  not  do  it,  naming  the  Sentences  {he  could  not  fay. 
When  he  was  talking  of  the  Recovery  of  Anne  Thorn  out  of 
her  Fits  by  Prayer,  my  Lord  asked  him  what  Prayers  were 
ufed  ?  He  anfwered,  feveral  out  of  the  Office  for  the  Vifita- 
tion  of  the  Sick,  and  other  Parts  of  the  Common- Prayer. 
My  Lord  was  pleafed  to  fay,  That  he  had  heard  there  were 
Forms  of  Exorcifm  in  the  Romifh  Liturgy ,  but  knew  not  that  we 
had  any  fuch  in  our  Church.  However ,  he  was  glad  to  find 
there  was  fuch  Virtue  in  our  Prayers. 

Afterwards  Anne  Thorn  continuing  in  her  Fit,  the  Reve¬ 
rend  Mr.  Chifbull  offer’d,  and  was  permitted  to  pray  ; 
he  ufed  that  Form  in  the  Office  for  the  Viiitation  of  the 
Sick  which  begins,  The  Almighty  Lord ,  who  is  a  ftrong 
Tower ,  &c.  and  repeated  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  upon  which 
the  Colour  came  into  the  Maid's  Cheeks,  and  the  Jury,  and 
others  that  were  near  her,  heard  her  diltindtly  repeat  the 
Petitions  of  the  Lord’s-Prayer  after  the  Minifter.  It  was 
cxtreamly  well  taken  by  all  true  Lovers  of  the  Church 
that  Mr.  Chifhull  ffiould  offer  his  A  Alliance  at  that 
Time,  when  its  Prayers  were  ridicul’d  by  too  many 
that  were  prefent,  though  indeed  his  a<ffing  in  this 
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4  Cafe  was  but  agreeable  to  the  red  of  his  flhinmg  Chat, 
ra&er. 

Another  Wit-nefs  was  Mr.  Arthur  Chauncy ,  whodepofedl, 
that  he  was  prefen t  at  the  Second  Time  of  Anne  ThorrC  \ 
running  for  Sticks ;  that  then  (lie "went,  no  farther  than  the: 
bottom  of  White- Hill ,  her  Strength  failing  her,  (  a*  is  abovf:: 
related ; )  that  he  followed  Anne  Thorn  at  a  Di dance  when 
llie  went  the  Tliird  Time,  but  behind  an  Hedge,  fo  thait 
(he  did  not  fee  him  :  that  he  (aw  her  go  to  the  Tree,  pulil 
off  the  Sticks,  wrap  ’em  in  her  Apron,  and  come  running 
Home.  That  when  (he  fell  down,  he  and  7 homas  Irelami 
took  her  in  their  Arms,  and  brought  her  Home  ;  that  (he, 
was  forced  from  them,  and  went  over  a  Five-Bar- Gate  as 
nimbly  as  a  Greyhound ,  which  Words  my  Lord  taking  No¬ 
tice  of,  he  again  affirmed  upon  his  Oath,  that  the  went 
over  as  fwiftly  as  ever  he  had  (ecu  a  Greyhound  leap  over 
fuch  a  Gate.  That  he  had  feen  Anne  Thorn  in  (everal  oi 
her  Fits,  and  that  file  always  recovered  upon  Pnyers,  ort 
Jam  Wenhams  coming  to  her  ;  and  particularly  related  at? 
large  an  Account  of  the  greateii  Fit  of  all,  when  the  was« 
given  over  for  Dead,  but  recovered  upon  the  Approach  oft 
thePrifoner,  altho’  at  that  Time  Prayers  were  diffident.. 
He  related,  that  he  prick’d  the  Prifonet  feveral  times  in  the: 
Arm,  but  could  fetch  no  Blood  from  her.  That  he  (aw' 
Pins  in  die  Hands  of  Anne  ‘thorn,  when  there  were  sione  ini 
her  Gloat  hs,  nor  anywhere  within  her  Reach;  that  lie: 
took  (everal  of  thefe  Pins  From  her,  which  he  was  ready 
to  produce.  The  Judge  told  him  that  was  needle fs,  he  fup*- 
pofed  tiny  were  crooked  Fins.  Then  Mr.  Chauncy  proceeding  cq; 
relate,  that  upon  hearing  a  great  Nolle  of  Cats  fci earning; 
about  the  Houfe,  he  went  out  (everal  times,  and  (awleve- 
ral  of  them  together ;  that  he  heard  them  cry  fometimeS' 
like  Children  ;  that  once  he  was  not  ahle  to  (trike  them,, 
but  afterwards  he  kill’d  one  of  them.  Being  asked  with, 
what'  Heanlwered,  with  a  SercingHiaff.  He  laid  alio, 
that  he  law  the  Feathers  taken  out  of  the  Maid’s  Pillow  ; 
that  there  were  (everal  little  Cakes  of  Feathers  nicely  joined 
togethei,  and  (o  (trongly  cemented,  that  the  tirlf  Night 
they  were  taken  out  of  the  Pillow  he  try’d  to  pull  them 

at  under,  but  could  not  do  it,  and  for  a  farther  Account  of 
this,  referred  nimfclf  to 

The  next  that  was  (worn,  Mr*  Francis  Brago-e  who  be- 

*V.°  rc  atc  rthatJle  was  prefent  the  Hrrt  Time  of  the 

aid  s  running  for  Sacks,  &cm  but  was  interrupted  by; the 
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Judge,  and  asked  whether  he  had  any  new  Matter  which 
was  not  already  fworn  to?  He  ;*rwcred,  he  had  fomething 
new  to  offer  ;  being  dire  died  to  proceed,  he  laid,  that  on 
Ttufday  the  ipth  o [February,  he  (having  heard  that  Itrange 
Cakes  of  Feathers  were  taken  out  of  Anne  Thorn's  Pillow  the 
Night  before)  was  deftrous  to  fee  them.  Tint  he  went  in¬ 
to  the  Room  where  thefe  Feathers  were,  and  took  Two  of 
the  Cakes,  and  compared  them  together.  He  Paid  they 
were  both  of  a  Circular  Figure,  fome thing  larger  than  a 
Crown  Piece.  That  he  oblerved  the  fmall  Feathers  Were 
plac’d  in  a  Nice  and  Curious  Order,  at  equal  Di dances  from 
each  other,  making  fo  many  Radii  of  the  Circle,  in  the 
Center  of  which  the  Quill-ends  of  the  Feathers  met.  That 
he  counted  the  Number  of  thefe  Feathers,  and  found 
them  to  be  32  in  each  Cake.  That  afterwards  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  pull  off  Two  or  Three  of  them,  and  obferved 
that  they  were  falined  together  by  a  fort  of  Vifcous  Mat¬ 
ter,  which  would  ftretch  Seven  of  Eight  Inches  in  a  fine 
Thread  before  it  broke.  That  having  taken  off  feveral 
of  thefe  Feathers,  he  removed  with  his  Finger  that  Vifcous1 
Matter,  and  found  under  it,  in  the  Center,  fome  fhort 
Hairs,  Black  and  Grey,  matted  together,  which  he  does  be¬ 
lieve  to  bs  Cats  Hairs.  Upon  Examination  of  the  other 
Cake,  he  found  it  exadlly  refembling  the  former  in  all  its 
Parts.  He  faid  he  did  not  examine  any  more  of  them, 
but  they  feem’d  to  be  all  alike,  and  that  he  faw  Ten  or 
Twelve  of  them.  He  faid  alfo  that  Jam  Wcnham  confefs’d 
to  him  that  (he  had  pra&ifed  JVitcbcraft  thefe  Sixteen 
Years.  I  have  been  the  larger  in  relating  the  Evidence  of 
this  YVitnefs,  becaufe  he  gave  in  no  written  Information 
before  Sir  Henry  Chamcy . 

My  Lord  faid,  that  he  wifli’d  he  could  fee  an  Enchanted 
Feather;  and  feem’d  to  wonder  that  none  of  thefe  Arange 
Cakes  were  preferved  ;  and  ask’d  the  Witncfs  why  he  did 
not  keep  One  or  Two  of  them  ?  He  anfvyered,  he  would 
have  done  it,  but  was  not  permitted,  they  being  of  Opi¬ 
nion  that  the  Maid  might  be  eafed  if  they  were  all 
burnt. 

Then  was  fworn  Mr.  Thomas  Adams ,  Junior,  of  JValkcrm  » 
whofe  Evidence  was  exactly  the  fame  with  his  Information 
above  tranferibed. 

Then  came  Matthew  Gilfton ,  who  told  the  Story  of  his 
running  for  a  Peny  worth  of  Straw;  adding  one  Circum- 
flance,  which  was  omitted  in  his  above-mentioned  Infer- 
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iriation,  viz*  that  when  upon  his  asking  for  a  Penyworth 
of  Straw  at  Munder’s-BM,  they  refufed  to  give  him 
any,  he  faw  the  Old  Woman  in  the  Riding-hood  again,  and 
that  (he  dire&ed  him  to  the  Dung-heaps,  from  whence  he 
brought  Home  the  Straw  in  his  Shirt ;  all  the  reft  of  his 
Evidence  was  the  fame  with  his  Information. 

Another  Evidence  was  John  Chapman  of  Walkerne ,  who 
faid  that  he  had  for  many  Years  fufpe&ed  the  Prifoner  to 
be  a  Witch;  that  the  Reafon  why  he  did  fo  was  becaufehe 
cotfftantly  found,  whenever  (he  had  threatned  him,  that 
hisHorfes,  or  other  of  his  Cattle,  dy’d  ftrangely,  without 
any  Signs  of  a  Natural  Difeafe,  andjhat  he  believ’d  he  had 
Jolt  above  Two  Hundred  Pound  by  her  in  a  very  (hart 
Time. 

Afterwards  was  fworn  Sufan  Aylott ,  who  depofed,  that 
Richard  Harvey’s  Wife,  and  alfo  her  Child,  were  bewitched 
to  Death  by  the  Prifoner,  her  Evidence  being  the  fame 
with  her  Information. 

Elizabeth  Field  was  alfo  fworn.  She  faid  that  about  Nine 
Years  ago  {he  had  a  Nurftschild,  and  that  one  Day  the 
Prifoner  came  and  ftroaked  the  Child,  faying,  it  was  a 
curious  Child,  or  Words  to  that  Purpofe ;  that  foon  after¬ 
wards,  in  the  Evening  of  the  fameD.y,  the  Child  was 
taken  firangely  111,  one  of  her  Legs  being  fo  diftorted,  that 
the  Toes  were  turned  back  behind  the  Heel ;  that  in  Two 
Days  Time  that  Leg  was  well,  and  the  oth  r  diftprted  in 
the  fame  Manner  as  the  hrft  had  been.  That  afterwards 
the  Child  had  ftrange  Fits,  and  Convulftons  at  Times, 
and  pined  away  till  (he  died  ;  that  lhe  always  thought  the 
Child  was  Bewitched  by  Jane  IVenham ,  the  Prifoner  at  the 
Bar.  Being  asked  why  die  did  not  Profecute  her  immedi¬ 
ately  after?  Sheanfwered,  fhe  was  a  Poor  Woman,  and 
the  Child  had  no  Friends  able  to  bear  the  Charges  of 
fuch  a  Profecution.  Being  again  asked  whether  fhe  was 
grown  Rich  fince  ?  She  faid  lhe  was.  Hill  very  Poor,  but 
this  Opportunity  prefenting  itfelf,  {he  laid  hold  of  it  to 
give  her  Evidence. 

William  Borroughs  being  Sworn,  faid,  that  he  had  feen 
Anne  Jborn  in  feveral  of  her  Fits ;  that  he  twice  brought  the 
Prifoner  to  her,  and  that  both  Times  die  recovered  imme¬ 
diately,  and  flew  at  her  to  fcrarch  her  ;  he  faid  alfo  that 
the  Prifoner  was  one  of  a  very  ill  Reputation,  and  that  he, 
and  feveral  others  of  the  Neighbourhood,  had  fufpt&ed 
her  to  be  a  Witch  for  m^ny  Years. 

Thomas 
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Thomas  Ireland  was  the  next  Sworn,  who  attefed  that 
he  had  been  all  along  an  Eye-witnefs  to  the  whole  Courfe 
of  the  Maid's  Diforder ;  that  he  had  feen  her  recover  out  of 
her  Fits  at  the  Approach  of  the  Prifoner  ;  that  he  faw  Jane 
Wenham  within  Three  Minutes  of  the  Time  when  Anne 
Thorn  had  faid  that  (he  threatned  her  it  (hould  be  worfe 
with  her  than  it  had  been  yet :  That  he  hearing  a  Noife  of 
Cats  crying  and  (creaming  about  the  Houfe  feveral  Times, 
went  out,  and  faw  feveral  of  them,  which  made  towards 
Jane  Wenham  s  Houfe;  that  he  faw  a  Cat  with  a  Face  like 
Jane  Denham  ;  that  he,  with  Mr.  Chauncy,  was  not  able 
to  force  Anne  Thorn  through  the  Gate  which  was  open,  but 
(he  went  over  the  othet  very  fwiftly:  This  I  think  was 
the  Sum  of  his  Evidence. 

fames  Burvile  was  alfo  Sworn,  who  faid,  That  hearing 
the  Scratchings  and  Noires  of  Cats,  he  went  out,  and  faw 
feveial  of  them ;  that  one  of  them  had  a  Face  like  Jane 
Wenham  ;  that  h?  was  prefent  feverai  Times  when  Ann: 
Thorn  faid  (he  faw  Cats  about  her  Bed;  and  mors  he  wouldt 
have  atteiled,  but  this  was  though r  fufheient  by  the  Court. 

Vriah  Wright ,  and  Thomas  Harvey ,  being  Sworn,  at- 
tefted  the  Subhance  of  their  Informations  above  inserted, 
and  added,  that  they  asked  the  Prifoner  in  what  Shape  the 
Devil  ufed  to  appear  to  her  >  And  ihe  faid  (he  fancied  him 
to  be  a  Cat. 

This  is  a  fhort  Account  of  the  Evidence  given  at  the 
Trial,  which  the  Reader  mull  perceive  that  I  have  de-r 
fignedly  abbreviated,  leit  he  (hould  be  cloy’d  with  the 
fame  Things  too  often  repeated. 

Afterwards  the  Prifoner  faying  little  for  herfelf,  but  that 
fc  was  a  Clear  Women,  the  Judges  fummed  up  the  Evi¬ 
dence  to  the  Jury  in  a  (hort  Speech,  and  left  it  to  them, 
whether  it  was  fufficient  to  rake  away  the  Prifoner’s  Life 
upon  the  Indidment :  The  Jury  during  fome  Time  to 
confider  of  it,  the  Court  adjourned  till  Three  in  the  After- 
noon,  (tt  being  now  pail  One,)  and  then  t  he  Jury  returned* 
and  brought  in  their  Verdicf,  that  the  Prifoner  was  Guilty 
upon  the  Evidence  My  Lord  then.  a<-ked  them  whether 
they  found  her  Guilty  upqn  the  Indidment  for  converting 
with  the  Devil  in  the  Shape  of  a  Cat  ;  the  Foreman  an¬ 
swered,  Wt  find  her  Guilty  of  that:  Upon  this  Verdid  the 
I  Prifoner  receiv’d  Sentence  of  Death »  but  was  Reprieved 
kill  further  Orders, 
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The  Reader  may  obferve,  by  this  Narrative!  every  Cir- 
mmftance,  of  which  was  over  and  over  Sworn  to  in  Court, 
that  there  were  Three  Things  which  Hxed  this  Witch¬ 
craft  upon  the  Prjfoner:  ift,  Her  threamtng  Anne  Thorn 
after  her  full  running  to  fetch  Sticks,  (which  was  contained 
in  Anne  Thorn's  Information  upon  Oath,  and  read  in  Court, 
Ihe  not  being  able  to  give  her  Evidence  becaufe  of  her 
Fits :)  And  2dly,  The  Maid’s  conlianr  Recovery  out  of 
them  upon  Jane  Wenbam's  conning  to  her,  and  her  crying 
out  of  her  in  all  her  Intervals :  And  ^dly.  It  was  fix’d  up¬ 
on  her  fttll  more  ftrongly  by  her  own  Confeffion,  which 
was  at  large  attefted  by  Mr.  Strutt,  and  Mr  .Gardiner,  in 
the  Court ;  and  as  for  the  Circumftance  of  the  Cat  there 
were  Four  Witneffes  to  that  part  of  the  Charge,  part,  i 
fay,  only  of  die  Charge  the  Profecutois  laid  upon  Jane  Wen- 
bam,  altho’  it  was  unaccountably  made  the  whole  of 

the  Indidfment.  .  „  ,  r 

But  before  I  make  any  more  Obfervations  ^  upon  all  there 
amazing  Circumftances,  I  muft  hear  acquaint  my  Reader, 
that  Jane  Wcnham,  after  her  Condemnation,  told  William 
Borrougbs  of  Walkjerne ,  who  went  to  fee  her  in  Prifon,  that 
A nnefhorn  fhould  not  be  well  yet,  and  threatned .  alfo  ano¬ 
ther  of  Walkerne,  viz.  Anne  Street,  (who  had  been  in  the 
like  Condition  with  Anne  Thorn  for  feveral  Diys  before,) 
that  (he  {hould  alfo  be  worfe :  This  William  Borrougbs  at¬ 
tefted  tome  with  his  own  Mouth,  and  fad  Experience 
proved  it  to  be  too  true.  I  (hall  referve  the  whole  Story  of 
the  Sufferings  of  Anne  Street  to  an  Appendix,  and  proceed 
to  relate  how  the  Witches  Words  were  made  good  to 
Anne  7 horn. 

Soon  after  (he  was  returned  from  Hertford ,  on  the  5th  of 
March ,  at  Night  {he  faid  (he  faw  Jane  Wenham  at  the  Win¬ 
dow,  that  fhe  called  to  her,  faying,  I  mill  Torment  you  to 
ifight ,  and  that  Nigh&  (lie  had  a  Terrible  Fit,  and  was  of¬ 
ten  fad  ly  pinched  in  the  Breaft,  and  other  Parts  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy  ;  the  Marks  of  which  remained  very  plain  for  feveral 
Days ;  I  myfelf  faw  one  of  thefe  Marks  on  her  Breaft, 
which  was  as  big  as  a  Sixpence,  and  turned  to  a  blackifh 
Colour.  The  next  Day  {he  had  many  Fits,  out  of  which 
fhe  was  recovered  by  Prayers.  Inftead  of  having  Pins 
brought  to  her,  (he  was  now  tempted  to  deftroy  herfelf,  by 
a  Knife  convey’d  to  her  Hands,  (he  knew  not  how,  with 
which  {he  was  told  fhe  muft  kill  herfelf.  They  continu¬ 
ed  praying  by  her  all  that  Dayr,  yet  fhe  was  ever  and  anon 
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fadly  pinched,  and  at  fuch  Times  us  d  to  ctfy  ofcf  fo  lameft* 
tably,  that  if  pitied  all  the  Beholders. 

There  was  prefent  at  one  of  thefe  Fits,  among  many 
others,  one  that  had  but  little  Faith  in  Things  of  this 
Nature;  but  was  greatly  furprized,  and  thoroughly  con¬ 
vinced,  in  the  following  Manner.  As  (he  was  (landing  by 
the  Maid’s  Bed  (he  accidentally  clapp’d  her  Hand  againit 
the  Bed’s-head,  which  flood clofe  to  the  Wall,  and  imme¬ 
diately  received  Three  Blows  in  the  Palm  of  her  Hand, 
which  (he  knew  could  not  come  from  behind  the  Hang¬ 
ings,  (there  being  not  the  leal!  Cavity  or  HolJownefs 
there,  )  and  juft  at  this  Time  the  Maid  pointed  earneftly 
that  Way.  She  was  very  often  pointing  to  fomePatt  or 
other  of  the  Room,  crying  out,  Look ,  look  tbere^  dorit  you 
fee  it  ?  Being  asked  what?  Sometimes  (he  faid  (he  faw  a 
Dog,  iometimesa  Cat,  and  fometimes  Mother  Wenham  in 
her  proper  Shape  ;  and  thus  fhe  continued  grievoully  tor- 
triented  all  that  Night,  often  crying  out  that  (he  was  pinch¬ 
ed  ;  and  when  (he  told  the  Company  whereabouts  it  was 
that  fhe  wasfo  pinched,  they  would  look  upon  the  Place, 
and  always  found  a  frefh  Mark  of  a  Pinch)  which  appeared 
quite  Raw,  and  in  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour  skinn’dover  like  a 
dry  Burn,  and  fometimes  the  Blood  would  appear  juft  ready 
to  hart  out. 

The  next  Morning  (he  had  another  Fit,  at  which  a  very 
Ingenious  Gentleman,  and  Able  Phyfician,  happened  to  be 
prefent  ;  his  Curiofity  bringing  him  a  little  out  of  his 
Way  to.  enquire  into  the  Truth  of  the  Story  of  this 
Witch,  which  he  had  heard  fcveral  Ways  told,  as  Things 
of  this  N  ature  generally  are.  When  he  faw  her  in  her  Fit, 
(  which  was  one  of  theleaft  (he  ever  had,)  he  Cry’d  whe¬ 
ther  he  could  bring  her  out  of  it  without  Prayers;  he  took 
a  great  Feather,  which  he  burning,  held  under  the  Maid’s 
Nofe;  and  tho’  the  Stink  was  io  great  that  we  were  not 
able  to  bear  it  in  the  Room,  yet  the  Maid  received  that 
(trong  Steam  into  her  Nofe,  without  being  the  leaft  af¬ 
fected  with  it,  as  far  as  we  could  perceive.  I  leave  it  to 
others  to  determine  how  far  it  is  poilible  in  fuch  a  Cafe 
to  counterfeit,  and  proceed.  The  Doctor  felt  her  Pulfe, 
and  examined  into  as  many  Particulars  as  he  thought  fit, 
in  order  to  (atisfie  himfrlf ;  and  upon  the  GirBs  crying  out 
afterwards  that  (he  was  pinched,  he  asked  where  ?  And 
fhe  faying  upon  her  Foor,  we  all  looked,  and  faw  a  frefh 
M^rk  of  a  Pinch.  Out  of  this  Fit  the  Doctor  faw  the 

Maid 
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Maid  recovered  by  Prayer  before  he  departed.  I  cannot 
fay  that  the  little  he  faw  thoroughly  convinced  him,  who- 
is  a  profefs’d  Unbeliever  of  Things  of  this  Nature;  but 
thus  much  he  faid ,  we  might  take  his  Word  for,  as  a  Phy- 
^cian  T hat  it  was  no  Natural  ViJeaje  under  which  the  Maid 
laboured  ;  that  it  muji  be  either  Counterfeit ,  or  Preternatural. 
And  upon  this  Iflue  we  declare  ourfelves  willing  to  put  the 

whole  Matter  before  all  the  World.  f  -  : 

After  this  the  Maid  continued  pretty  well,  but  on  Wed- 
nefday,  the  12  th  of  March,  fhefaw  JaneWenham  again  fe- 
vcral  times  in  the  Afternoon,  and  at  Night.  She  told  her 
fhe  was  come  to  plague  her,  but  the  Maid  received  no 
farther  Hurt  that  Night.  The  next  Day  (he  faw  her  again 
in  the  Shape  of  a  Cat ;  I  asked  her  how  (he  knew  that  Cat 
to  be  Mother  Wenham  ?  She  faid,  (lie  knew  it  to  be  her,  be- 
caufe  the  Face  of  the  Cat  was  like  hers,  and  (he  ( the  Cat ) 
fpoketo  her,  and  told  her  (he  would  torment  her.  An  Hour 
or  Two  after  this,  ( (he  fays,  )  (he  faw  Jane  Wenham  in  her 
proper  Shape  feveral  times,  and  was  violently  pinched,  as 
before ;  and  that  (he  had  a  Knife  conveyed  to  her  Hands, 
and  afterwards  into  her  Pocket,  (he  knows  not  how,  but 
that  (lie  was  tempted  to  defiroy  »herfelf  with  the  Knife. 
She  had  another  fmall  Fit  that  Day,  but  is  much  better  than 
(he  has  been.  '  #  /; 

I  have  now  done  with  the  Story  of  this  unhappy  Maid, 
whom  I  doubt  not  but  the  Reader  fuppofts  to  be  a  very 
Melancholy,  Fanciful  Perfon,  and  will  hardly  believe  me 
when  I  allure  him  that  (lie  is  quite  the  reverfe  of  all  this. 
But  this  is  really  the  Cafe,  (he  is  of  a  very  Lively,  Brisk 
Temper,  never  was  known  to  be  eafily  frighted,  and  even 
this  long  Diforder  has  not  fo  far  broke  hex  Spirits,  but 
whenever  (he  has  a  lucid  Interval  from  her  Pains,  fhe  is  ve¬ 
ry  Chearful  and  Pleafant,  and  pleafesherfelf  with  the  Hopes 
that  e'er  long  (he  (hall  be  well.  I  have  upon  this  Oecafica 
enquired  into  other  Parts  of  her  Character,  and  find  (he 
has  a  very  good  one.  Her  Milirefs  fays  (he  is  a  diligent  and 
faithful  Servant,  and  one  that  minds  good  Things,  and 
loves  to  fay  her  Prayers,  and  go  to  Church.  She  is  not  yet 
Seventeen  Years  old,  and  has  feen  but  little  of  the  World, 
having  never 'been  far  from  Home.  3  , 

Nor  can  any  one  imagine  that  this  Young  Girl  (liould 
be  able  to  contrive  and  carry  on  a  Cheat  fo  Nicely,  as  to  de¬ 
ceive  not  only  ail  the  Family  where  (he  lived,  but  the  whole 
Neighbourhood,  who  were  all  prefen t  at  fome  Part  or 

other 
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other  of  her  Di  (order  ?  That  the  fliould  chufe  fitch  ao  Unlucky  T'a&e 
for  aftiog  thisParr,  as  when  her  Knee  was  juft  fer,  rather  than  whos 
(he  was  ftrong  and  able  to  run,  that  fhe  fhould  be  able  of  herfelf  to 
runatihc  prodigious  Rate  fhe  dyf,  not  left  than  Eight  or  Niue  Mites 
per  Hour,  acd  to  counterfeit  even  Death  itfelf  one  Minute,  and  rcr 
ftore  herlelf  to  Health  the  very  next,  and  that  fhc  Thculd  put  her¬ 
felf  to  all  this  Trouble  for  no  Manner  of  Pleafure  or  Profit,  (s  fo  very 
unconceivable,  fo  wholly  unaccountable,  thatlmuft  needs  lay  I  fhaJj 
never  have  Faith  Enough  to  believe  futh  an  Heap  of  Absurdities.  * 

Then,  that  the  Prisoner  too  fhould  come  into  the  Plot  againft  her- 
felf,  and  confefs  that  fhe  had  bewitched  this  Maid,  and  this  without 
any  Force,  or  Confront,  any  Threading,  or  other  ill  lUage,  i® 
bring  her  to  this  Co^fdTicn,  (for  the  Trutfi  <af  which  vve  appeal  to 
Mr.  Archer  himfelf,  her  Kinfman,  who  was  prefent  when  fhe  con* 
fefs’d  to  Mr.  Gardiner  and  Mr .Stfnt.tf)  that  fhe  fhould  name  the  very 
Time  when  fhe  mawe  *  League  with  the  Devil,  when  there  wasnofudi 
Thing,  and  by  this  bring  herfelf  to  a  (harmful  Death,  is  another  .Dif¬ 
ficulty,  which  my  free  thinking  will  not  Puffer  me  to  fwallow. 

As  for  the  Charadter  of  Jane  Wfenham,  I  would  ne  t  foul  my  Paper 
with  it,  were  it  not  itduftrioufly  reported  by  Pome  People  that  kt*owr 
nothing  of  her  *  only  to  diferedit  a. Story,  they  are  unwilling  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  fhe  is  a  very  good  Woman.  Jf  a  continued  Courfe  gi  Xdfe- 
nc.fi  and  Thievery,  for  many  Years  together,  if  the  Character  ©f  a 
Whore,  and  the  Pradtice  of  common  Swearing  and  Curfmg,  will  de¬ 
nominate  a  good  Woman,  we  are  willing  to  allow  JaneWenham  to  he 
one ;  nay,  upon  Second  Thoughts,  we  will  allow  it  upon  eafier  Terms, 
if  fhe  can  fit  d  any  dne  in  the  Parifh  that  will  fay  th^r  he  thinks  Jicsr 
fo,  wc  will  lay  fo  too :  Nay,  if  flic  can  perfwade  her  own  Husband! 
to  fay  fo,  vve  will  not  (land  out  *  but  the  Truth  of  the  Bufinefs  *£ 
that  her  nearefi  Relations  thinks  fhe  deferves  to  die,  and  that  upon 
other  Accounts  than  Witchcraft.  Befidcs  the  many  Felonies  fhe  has 
been  fufpedted  to  have  committed,  there  are  more  than  one  that  fhc 
1  has  confeft'd  *,  So  that  if  the  Neighbourhood  had  been  defirous  to 
I  rroublc  her,  they  rryght  have  taken  a  much  eafter  Courfe,  and  have 
proved  her  a  Thief  with  Icfs  Difficulty  than  they  have  convidted  her 
a  Witch.  In  fhorr,  there  is  this  difference  between  the  Charadter 
of  Anne  Thorn  and  r.e  Wenham9  that  the  former  had  no  Body's  \U 
Word,  and  the  Ini  ter  no  Body's  goed  one-  and  it  was  obfcrvabled 
that  at the  TrjaJ  not  one  Pcrfcn,  no,  not  any  of  her  own  Children 
Co  much  as  appear’d  to  fpeak  to  her  Reputation. 

Now  let  the  Reader  refledt  upon  the  whole  Evidence,  let  him  put 
a!]  thefe  Things  together,  and  we  doubt  not  but  he  will  be  fatistied 
vith  our  Proceedings ;  We  had  born  with  this  Woman  for  mafiy 
Tears  after  fhe  had  been  fufpedted  by  her  Witchcrafts  to  have  caufdd 
he  Death  of  Three  Pcrfonr,  a  Woman  and  Two  Children  -  we  had 
>orn  with  her  Thefts  and  ill  Tongue  with  a  great  deal  of  Patience  j 
uk  when  Mr.  Gardiner  faw  fo  many  ftrange  Thiogs  in  his  own  Houfc, 
ud  fo  much  Reafon  to  think  they  were  qncafioned  by  tffcs  Wcjnah'i 
Vjckedncfs,  he  would  have  been  wiring  in  his  Duty  to  bis  Mci^* 
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«®etl  as  bis  Care  for  rhofe  immediately  under  his  Eye,  if' he- 
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nreibribed  as  the  belt  Remedy  againft  the  Power  ana  Malice  of  the 
Bevii  and  exrends  even  to  the  catting  him  out  of  thole  toor  Crea¬ 
tures  he  had  ttoifcffed.  This  Kind,  \  faith  our  Saviour,  fpeakmg  ot 
aftinv  ot>t  Devils,  goeth  not  out  but  bf  Fajiing  and  Vrtiy er  :  And  to 
.  what  Should  we  have  Recouffc  in  fuch  Extremities  as  thefe,  but  toi 
die  Aimi“hty  Power  of  God,  who,  and  who  only,  is  able  to  proteftl 
-wanamft’ the  Malice  of  the  Devil?  Sivh  Holy  Charms,  or  Amulets 
ueailift  Satan,  as  Prsyers  are  fomcwhrre  ftiled  by  St.  Auflm,  we  are. 
Dot  atall  aliiamed  to  own,  let  the  Word  call  cm  Exorcifms,  or  oy 
what  other  Invidious  Names  they  (hull  thinly  fir.  . 

However,  for  the  Satisfuftivn  ot  the  Reader  we  Oisil  acquaint  hum 
what  thefe  Exorc.ifms  and  Conjurations  were,  which  had  to  good  Influ¬ 
ence  where  all  other  Means  were  tneffetel. 

They  were  firft  the  Lord's- Prayer,  thet.  the  Collect  in  the  Office1 
for  the  Vacation  of  the  Sick,  which  begins, ”  0  Lord,  look  dew  from 
Heaven,  &c.  the  Prayer  at  the  End  of  the  fame  Office,  (wichlbme. 
few  Variations,)  for  Perfons  troubled  in  Mind,  that  in  the  Litany,, 

*  0  God,  Merciful  Father,  that  defpifefl  not  the  Sighing  of  aContrjtp  Heart , 
5 £Ci  and  that  at  the  End,  1 We  humbly  be feech  thee,  0  Father,  cic. 
and  fomecimes  that  Bemdiftion  in  the  Office  abovemencion’d,  The) 
fhwghty  Lord,  who  is  a  jirong  Tower,  &r.  Sometimes  we  ufedf 
the  Collet  appointed  by  the  Church,  for  the  4th  Sunday  after 
Epiphany,  the  2d  Sunday  in  Lent,  and  the  i3:h  Sunday  after 
T)  pi't-y,  Thefe  were  (he  Conjurations  and  charms  that  were  ufed, 
and  no  other  •  and  defied  be  God  they  were  juftified  by  the  good 
Effefts  that  followed.  « 

It  may  be  here  objected,  that  fince  the  Power  of  Almighty  God  is 
Infinite,  and  his  Ear  always  open  to  Pious  Prayers,  how  came  it  to 
pafs  chat  in  one  of  the  worft  Fits  this  Maid  had  Prayers  were  found  ! 
*0  be  ineffeftu;?!  ?  I  anfwer,  that  if  we  may  prefume  to  look  into 
the  Secre  s  of  God’s  Providences  fo  far,  the  Reaibn  feems  to  be  this,, 
her  pot  recovering  till  the  Witch  came  in  niiglr  ferve  2s  a  Means  the 
more  fully  to  convift  that  Wretched  Woman,  and  by  that  Means  bring; 
her  to  the  Pu' iihrrtent  fo  juftly  due  to  her  Demerits  j  and  indeed  upon 
the  Maid’s  Parting  when  •  Jane  Wenharn  approached  her,  tho’ fhe: 
but  juft  befijfe-hod  feemed  to  all  that  were  prefent  to  be  really  deadtj 
rhe  whole  Company  was  fully  tatisfcd  th.it  fhe  was  indeed  caft  into 
that  Deplorable  Condition  by  the  Praftices  of  (his  Wicked  Woman. 

That  the  Cakes  of  Feathers  found  in  the  Maid’s  Pillow  were  really 
forne  Deviliffi  Enchantment,  is  I  think  very  probable,  becaufe  other- 
wile  no  Account  can  pcfiibly  be  given  how  they  Lhould  come  there  *, 


and 


and  ic  is  really  ftrange  that  the  Feathers  fttould  be  fo  clofely  knit  to* 
ge.her,  and  rank’d  in  fuch  an  exaft  Mathematical  Order*  How  this 
Ihovld  corne  by  Chance  is  as  inconceivable  to  me,  as  that  the  24 
Letters  fhould  by  meer  Accident  fall  into  One  of  the  Verfes  of  Virgil 
or  three?.  The  vifcwus  Matter  with  which  thefe  Feathers  were 
joined  pats  me  in  Mind  of  that  Ointment  made  of  Dead  Mens  FTeib, 
whic:’  Mr .  GUnvil,  and  others,  mention  as  often  ufed  by  Witches, 

I  cannot  expeft  that  this  Narrative  will  meet  with  any  Credit  a* 
mong  chofe  who  are  refolyed  againft  all  Teflimony,  that  of  (he  Holy 
Scriptures  not  excepted,  never  to  believe  that  there  are  any  fuch  Per- 
fonsas  Witches,  but  I  hope  it  will  fully  fatisfie  ali  others,  that  in  this 
Profecution  nothing  was.  done  but  upon  good  Grounds  ;  and  having 
now  fairly  reprefented  our  Doings  to  the  World,  we  fubmit  ourfelves 
to  the  Reader’s  Impartial  judgment,  and  reft  fully  fatisfied  in  having 
difeharged  our  Duties.  And  thus, 

Lifter  anii  mu:  animat  Niftras* 

APPENDIX. 

* 

Containing  an  Account  of  the  Suffering  of  Anne 
Street,  by  the  W itchcrafts  of  Jane  Wenham,  , 

H  Aving  promis’d  ta  givfc  the  Reader  a  particular  Account  of  Anns 
Street's  Diforder,  I  come  now  to  perform  ic ;  I  tnuft  premife, 
thac  tins  Anne  Street  was  a  very  brisk  healthful  Maid  before  fhe  had 
thefe  Fits,  which  do  doc  in  the  Ieaft  refembjc  Fits  of  the  Mother, 
or  tpy  Natural  Di-feafc  :  I  had  this  Account ^from  her  own  Mouth  5 
and  altho’  it  has  not  been  yet  Sworn  before  any  Magiftratc,  yet  the 
whole  Neighbourhood  know  ic  to  be  true. 

On  Sunday^  the  17th  0 {February,  Arne  Street  was  taken  Speech* 
left,  and  afterwards  fell  into  Convulhons ,  and  was  fo  ftrong  that 
Three  or  Four  Men  could  not  hold  her  -  her  Mind  ran  ftrangely  iip- 
00  Jane  Wenhim,  and  fhe  was  flrongly  tempted  to  run  out  of  the 
Houfe,  but  whither,  or  to  what  purpofe,  fne  could  not  tell  *,  hew-* 
ever,  ihe  was  prevented  by  tl^je  about  her,  who  kept,  her  within 
led  fhe  fh  >uld  dp  herfelf  any  Flkrm ;  and  upon  their  going  to  Prayeri 
Ihe  recovered,  and  .was  pretty  well  chat  Night. 

The  next  Day  fhe  was  tempted  to  deft  ray  herfelf,  but  pra&gfo  fss?  ■ 
rowly  watched  that  fhe  eouH  find  no  Opportunity,  altho*  me  hstot 
attempted  to  choak.herfelfwtth.the  Sheets  of  the  Bed :  The  Day  a£ 
ter  fhe  goc  out  of  the  Houfe,  and  ran  into  a  Pend  to  drown  herfelf, 
and  was  hardly  faved  by  Three  Men,  who  had  fo  much  ado  to  pull  her 
out  of  the  Water  -  being  asked  what  moved  her  to  do  this?  She  laid 
fhe  knew  nor,  bur  fhe  muft  kill  herfelf*,  foon  after  this  (lie  had  a 
Fit,  and  upon  her  Recovery  our  of  it  by  Prayer,  fhe  laid  chat  Oi« 
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faw  a  Car.  which  had  a  Face  Ilk cpfm  iVenham  ;  chat  this  Cat  (poke 
to  her,  and  told  her,  fhe  muff  kill  herfelf  *,  bidding  her  not  to  regared 
what  her  Friends  faid  to  her,  but  kill  herfelf,  or  eife  fhe  fbould  never  be? 
well:  She  has  £mr;d  Times  fince  fern  this  Cat,  who  always  fpeaks  tea 
her;  fhe  had  many  of  thefe  Fits,  which  exatfly  refembled  thofc  0  f 
A nne  Thorn  B 

When  the  Maid  was  in  her  Fits  there  were  firange  Mlifcs  heart 
about  the  Houfc,  femetimesa  Sound  like  that  of  Two  Men  Threfbin?, 
another  Time  there  was  groat  Knocking*  againft  the  Tall:  and  the- 
Walls  oftheHoufe,  which  were  heard  veTy  diftin&Iy  by  all  chat  werte 
prefent ;  the  Bed-cloatbs  and  Bed  were  feen  to  be  lifted  up  from  thei 
Bcd-ftcad  when  no  Body  touched  them. 

Afterwards  Anne  Street  law  Jane  Wenkam  if!  her  own  Shape,  Usee 
fpoke  to  her,  and  bid  her  come  out,  which  fhe  woujd  have  done  iff 
fhe  could  have  found  any  Opportunity.*'  Soon  after  this  fhe  fell  into 
another  Fir,  and  was  grievoufly  pinched,  fo  that  in  many  Places  off 
her  Body  the  Blood  wasready  to  ftart  out  ;  when  fhe  ■could  fpeak  fhee 
cried  out  that  fhe  faw  Mother  Wenham  again,  who  faid  fhe  wouldl 
Torment  her:  in  another  of  thefe  Fits  fne  laid  that  fhe  had  a  Knifec 
convey’d  to  her,  with  which  fhe  w;a$  directed  to  ftab  herfelf,  thae  af¬ 
terwards  it  was  gone  again,  fhe  knew  not  how. 

She  continues  in  this  fad  Condition,  and  has  often  Fits,  and  her! 
■Body  is  full  of  Marks  of  Pinches  fhe  has  received  ;  fhe  fees  Mothefr 
IPcnham  always  bef  re  a  Fit. 

The  RegjCbu  why  this  Anne  Street  did  not  appear  in  Court,  was, 
becaufe  her  Friends  (being  Poor,  and  hoping  that  the  Witch  would  ! 
beConvi&ed  upon  the  other  Evidence.)  were  unwiifirg  to  be  at  the: 
Charge  of  coming  to  the  Affixes:  And  for  the  Truth  of  all  this  I  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  whole  Town  of  Wal^crne,  who  faw  and  heard  thefe; 
firange  Things.  f 

I  Bull  now  infert  a  Certificate  from  Mr. Green  the  Surgeon,  who: 
Set  Anne  Tborn\  Knee,  that  the  World  may  be  fatisfied  that  her  Bone  ■ 
was  really  out  of  Joint. 

Mop-  Biv x ,  M  trch  1  $  th  1711-12, 


"T^Hefe  are  to  certifie  whom  it  may  concern,  that  on  Monty  the  nth  ‘ 
JL  of  February,  Arne  Thorn,  Seryant  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Gardmer, 
Minifter  of  Watperne,  came  to  me,  having  her  Knee  cut  of  Joint,  and  I 
did  Set  it  ;  fhe  came  alfo  on  fhe  13th  of  the  fame  Month,  her  Bone 
being  out  again,  and  I  did  fhen  alfo  Set  it;  and  that  Anne  Thorn  ms 
very  Lai^?,  not  able  to  walk,  much  lefs  to  run  out  into  the  Fields, 


Witnefs  my  Hand* 


finis. 


William  Green. 


